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s in my little a 5 
X walk of life, it muſt not 

be expected I can give a regu- 
Vo L. II. B he - 
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Jar hiſtory of every individual 
I hived with, it is impoffible; 
ap, even if I had a hundred 
pound a volume, as I am told 


one of my brother authors had, 
which made him ſpin out mo- 


rality, and lengthen an unaf- 
fecting dialogue between two 


green: ſick ks in one ſex, and 


fellow-rakes in the other, to an 
incredible length; — it enabled 
him allo to draw a pattern of a 
modern fine gentleman, as cold- 
ly and inoffenſive as when he 
firſt came from the nurſery e- 


ducation of his mother's maids; 


——not that I thi: k 2 man ought 
to be a profeſt rake, or a more 
impious atheiſt to be a gentle- 
man; — ſo far from it, that F 
would 


every 
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wou 1d have them pictu 2d 1 W ith 


human virtue, and yet 


(as fallen angels) capable of e- 
verv human failing light and 
ſhade is abſolutely as neceſſary 
for an hiſtorian as a painter; and 
I believe the generality of my 
readers will approve my judg- 


ment in this piece of criticiſm, _ 


as few will ever meet with, 
|; fo fewer {till ſhould ever expect 
to meet with a perfect man 

the beſt riſe to perfection, but 
one degree above the common 
errors of their kind. 


But hare let me ſtop, leſt, 


like a little impertinent inſect as 
: [ am, : L: thould puzzle myſelf, | 
by daring to dictate to man! 


"8:0 
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let me drop this, I ſay, and re- 
aſſume my late ſtory, and in 
ſome meaſure conclude it. 


10 begin then: the 


| a waggon being arrived ſafe at the 


deſtined port, all was jollity, as 


the troop was now fully com- 


Pleat :—their ſalutations and ci- 
vilities were paſt, and the new _ 
members paid every Proper re- 
verence and reſpect to the old; 
— different lodgings were pro- 
vided for the different parties; 
but Mr. and Mrs. Thunder, be- 
ing ſuppoſed to be the princi- 
pal ſupport of this excurſion, 
had the honour of making up 
a party with Mr. Stormwell the 
eee at head quarters ; ; the }- 
_ conſtables | 
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8 ts were all focured with 
free tickets, and they had like- 
wiſe an aſſurance from Sir Gil- | 
bert, that provided they con- 
formed to the rules and orders 


of the place, but above all, if 


_ they obeyed his commands, he : 
would patronize them. e 


11 f 18 well known, that every 


large town or piti ful borough 
in England, has a different lord, 
knight, Or eſquire, * ho, through 

the meannels of its inhabitants, 8 


are allowed to ſell or to direct 


it. — A fool with a title, ora 
raſcal * ith a great eſtate, may 
here ſell hi freedom of four 
or five thouſand 0 retches, WO, 
| being deyoid of ſenſe or ſpirit, 


Ba will. 


property ! - _ 
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vill join in raiſing trophics to 
their own dettruction, and {hout 
their hireling members through 
thcir polluted ſtrèets; — : 


get 


drunk as ſwine to drown the ©: 
/” little ſenſe they have; — and 
ſwear, after they have ſuffered 


7 | themſelves. to be bought like 
aſſes, mules, and other beaſts 
of burthen, for a price, that 
their ſhouts are for liberty and 
- When all their 
; ated froalon. france to tell! 
is the poor right of a day, to get 
princely drunk at the expence 
of their betraxers; which ex- 
pence is oft times repaid by ad- 
ditional taxcs, — from the pub- 
lic reſervoir — or, perhaps, by 
a ſnug ſinecure for lite; with 
the 


1 


0 
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the addition of no other! incum- 
brance, than that of endanger- 
ing the loſs of their conſciences, 
which is of trifling import, by 
| ſavi ing no, when they ſhould. 
ſay ay; and ay, inſtead of no! 
without any other bad intent, 
than that of merely ſerving 
themſelves, without the moſt 
_ diſtant thought of their more 
mad electors, who, havi ing ſuf . 
fered themſelves to be bought, 


were careleſs how they were 


ſold, and waited but for the 
next opportunity to enſlave 


themfely es further by the fame 


means. 


Such Was the man, 5 1 ſuch 
Was the command Sir Gilbert had 
W 
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here; — and ſuch men too oft, 
: with all our boaſted freedom, : are 
our leaders; — alas! poor Eng- 
land !—to talk of choice is a ſub- 
ject now forgot; a poor man is 

turned out of his houſe or farm 


for a refuſal; — a man in mid- 


dling circumſtances loſes an op- 
portunity of providing for his 
family; — the man of acquired 
opulence loſes the countenance 
of his ſuperior ; ; the doctor 
loſes a patient, the parſon a liv- 
ing, the lawyer a fee; —in 
ſhort, intereſt is a long chain 
that binds numbers to a patron, 
| — ftrange infatuation! though 
& at the ſame time he 1s but a de- 
4 pondent b himſelf. 


Every 
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3 __ Every thing being now pre- 
pared, and the actors thus for- 
tified with the aſſiſtauce of the 


cConſtables, and the patronage of 
Sir Gilbert, the theatre was an- 
1 nounced to be opened the fol- 


lowing evening with the Tra- 
gedy of the Fair Penitent, and 
the Farce of the Lying Valet. 
To give the reader an idea of 
the theatre, would be ſaying 
nothing, as moſt of them are 
compoſed of the ſame materials, 
and built on the ſame princi- 
ples; ſuffice it then to fay, that 
this theatre, being ſuperior to 5 
many, was built over a ſtable, 
to which the audience aſcended 5 
by means of a ladder; whic h, 1 in . 
order to preſerve the ladies de- 
e licac nd 
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licacy and reputation, was hung 

with canvas; the propriety of 

which the reader will doubtlefs 
obſerve : Sir Gilbert, indeed, be- 


ing gouty, with his friends, 


were admitted through the ſta- 
ple, and from thence conv eyed | 
to the ſtage- box through the 
hay-loft, by means of a chair 
faſtened with! ropes, and hauled 
up as on the ſide of a ſhip. 


With theſe accommodations, 


the night being come, the thea- - 
tre was opened, and graced the 
pretence of their patron, Sir 
Gilbert, who, with his company 
and attendants, as the reade 
has been betore infor med, rok: 


up the ftage-box, „hich, con- 
ſidering 
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ſidlering the fituation, was ra- 
ther avove the ordinary ſtyle; 


for the manager having him- 


ſelf a little knowledge of paint- 
ing, had CUric Dy bedaubed the 
arms of Sir Gill eres family on 
a royal paſteboard, which he 


{E111 


cut out, and ſtuck up over his 
box, for which hen eived the 
plaudits of the au lience a 8 2 
man of taſte 15 real genius; 
Which indeed was all he got by 
_ kts ing genuity, Sir Gilve rt think- 
1ng the honour of. his attend- 
ance was ſufficient, 0 ithout any 
other gratuity. Sir Gilbert aue 
his company being thus ſeated, 


Mrs, T urnip, 1 Mrs. Small- 


(Cal, the two cont! Ab! es wives, 


one = whom was a i backſmith, 
B 6 | 
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and the other a gardener, be- 
ing the lady mayoreſſes of the 
place, made an elegant entre 
Vith their free tickets, and were 


honoured with the firſt ſeat in 


the pit; which were reſerved 
purpoſely for them, it being one 
of the ſtipulations of their a- 
grecment, in order to preſerve 
the continuation of the knight's 

_ patronage, over whom their e- 
locution wasvery perſuaſive, they 


heing of his own appointing, ; 
and of courſe ever ready and 
willing to execute his com- 


mands. 


The company being all ſeat- 


ech and in good humour, the 
muſic began to play, which con- 


ſiſted | 
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ſiſted of two blind fidlers, a 
black with a French-horn, and 
a Jew with a hurdy- gurdy, who | 
had travelled with them upon 
a venture, to play upon one 
ſhare betw een them; imagining 
| theirinſtrumental abilities would 
do more towards attracting the 
_ audience, and drawing good 1 
houſes, than the zolnt-abllities 
of the theatrical troop; beſides, 
ſhould they happen to fail in 
their hopes, they knew there 
were fools enough in the town _ 
to anſwer their purpoſe, and 
enable them to defray their 
expences back again, beſides 
living well while they were : 
there. 


; | = 
: : 5 : | 
.» ; i | 
1 | | = 
. 
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At length the hell rung, and 


the curtain drew up, Wich, for 
want of a better, was a blanket 
borrowed from the maſter of 


the inn where the manager and 


Mr. Thunder lodged; who, be- 


ing a goou- natured, euſy man, 


Was contented WW ith the joint 
ſecurity of the two conſtables, 
who were kind chou, 2h to an- 
wer for them, added to the ma 


nager and NIr. Thunder, Who 
were now very much reſpect- 


ed; it was to be ſure rather of 


the yellowett, with a hole worn 
fairly through the niddle, 


which indeed gave them the 
advantage of reconn oitering their 
audience; but, in ſpite of all, 
the reflection of the ſtage-lights, _ 


which 
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which were trimmed with the 
beſt train-oll, gave the curtain 
a moſt noble appearance; and 


the houſe, with the addition of 


the tables, a moſt ſalubrious 
ſmell. 


Mr. Thunder now made his . 


appearance, and, in an OCCa- 


ſiona! prologue, made by the 
* 


derk of the pariſh, acquainted 


the audience with the innate, 


heaven-born qualities of their 
god-hke patron; extolled the 


pic tv of the rector, the ſobriety Y 


of the juſtice, and the modeſty 


of the ladies; in ſhort, not a 
claſs of people in the town, but 
had ſome obl; lique compliment 


paid either to their ſenſe or their 


Pocket. : 
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pocket. Mr. Thunder had no 
ſooner finiſhed this ſublime piece 
of poetry, than he received the 
univerial applauſe of the whole | 
| houſe, who, in one voice, cried | 
out encore, encore; but Mr. 
Thunder conſidering the heavy 
taſk he had to undergo 1 in the 
courſe of the ev ening, being 
obliged to repr eſent the Lying 


we part of Lothario, very po- 
uütely came forward, and craved | 
the indulgence of the audience, 

to remit that part of the /ez- 
zence of their approbation, for 
the reaſons above-mentioned, 
which he recited to them; and 
begged leave to affure the com- 
pany, that if there was any me- 
Fit | 


Valet, after having performed 4 


„ Eo SR: 
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rit in the compoſition, which 


undoubtedly he ſaid, had many 


good /IrORES in it, he could not 
arrogate that merit to himſelf, 
it being the whole and ſole pro- 
duction of Mr. Amen, the pa- 
riſh-clerk and undertaker; who 
undertook that part at their firſt 
| interview, merely on the ſcore 
of friendſhip, and to revive the 

reputation of prologues, which 
of late conſiſted of nothing ori- 
ginal, but were compoſed chief- 
ly of flimſy quotations from old 
ballads and obſolete plays, where- 


as the preſent was compoſed 


of originalities collected on the 


The houſe was ſo well pleaſ- 


ed with this apology of Mr. 


Thunder's, 
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Thunder's, and the information 


he had given them of the au- 


thor of their obligations, that 


they very kindly remitted that 


part of his ſentence, and per- 
mitted him to retire, in order 
to prepare himſelf to appear in 
the characterof Lothario, which 
Was the tragedy intended for 


repreſentation that venting. 


- Durin g this ſuſpenſion awhiſ- 


per went about of “ that's he! 
„ that's Mr. Amen.” — Now it 
is to be remarked, that Mr. 


Amen being! 1 the houſe while 


Mr. Thunder was dclive ring his 


apolozy and explanation, fathim- 


ſelf down with great mo.!ity 


amidft the gaping multitude, 


FF 10 


ADVENTURES OF A FLEA. 19 


who were ſtanding up in amaze 

at Mr. Thunder's vociferous de- 
liv erv of his production, (which 
e have been ſince informed 
Neb as the firſt offspring of his 
mute). to ſhelter himſelf from 
that unbounded applauſe Mr. 
Thunder received, which he 


was conſcious within Bimſelf TY 


was due only to his own merit, 


having ſince frequently declar- 


ed, that he had no judgment at 
all in the delivery thereof; that 
he vociferated it by main ſtren gth 
only, and that if it had not been 
for the incidents that were work= 
ed up in the poem, together 
with ſome other concurrent cir- 
cumſtances that could not be 
mitunderttood, it muſt undoubt- 5 
edly 


——ů —— — — — R—— — — — 
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edly have met with the con- 
tempt of the audience, and 
damn'd his fame for ever as a 
poet, which he Was ambitious 
to 8 ain. 


. Amen's modeſty how- 


ever, procured him a temporary 
ſhelter, which was but of ſhort 
continuance; for no ſooner was 
the company recovered from the 
ſurpriſe Mr. Thunder's oratori- 
cal abilities had thrown them 
into, than they began to ſeat 
themſelves quietly, in expecta- 
tion of the remainder of the 

__ evening's entertainment. It was 
at this time (the company being 
feated nearly upon a level) that 
Mr. Amen's folio cauliflower- | 
wig | 
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wig began to be confplcius; 
which cauſed the whiſper be- 
fore-mentioned, of that $ ne!! 
that's Mr. Amen! — The eyes -: 
of the audience were now tranſ- | 
ferred from Mr. Thunder to 
Mr. Amen; the applauſe was 


trebly beſtowed ; and every one 


looked up to the pariſh-clerk, as 8 
the poet-laureat of the age — 
=" ar Gilbert, the patron of the 
ſtage, though unuſed to ſuch 
; courteſy, (occaſioned, | we will 
ſuppoſe, by the gout, which 
had rendered his limbs ſtiff and 
unpliant) roſe, and with. a fig- 
nificant ſmile, and reiterated 


bows, joined the audience in 


their acclamations, and kindly 
invited him to partake of his 
en; 
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{cat 5 this pen on his 
part, gained. him univc rial po- 
pularitv, at Icalt for the even- 
ing, which was expreſicd in 
three cheers; Mr. Amen hav- 
ing by this time taken his ſcat, 
and the prompter's s bell ringing, 
Th were immediately ſeated 
quietly, and waited with im- 
Patience for the continuation of 
rhe Performan ce. 


3 be needleſs for me to 
give an account of a play ſo 
Well known to all the world; 
it is ſufficient then that I ſay, it 

8 one of Rowe's beſt produc- * 
tions, and needs no comment. 
— Ar. T hunder bellowed out 


the part of Lothario with as 
much 


. 
1 
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much juſtice and energy, as he 
had before done the prologue ; _ 
to which, if we add his grace- 
ful walk and elegant action 
(which was beyond doubt in- 
diſputable) we may pronounce 
with the audience, that they 
--6.: neVer mould look upon his 


t like again | * Mrs. Thunder 


repreſeated the character of Ca- 
liſta; and had it not been that 
her tongue was rather too ſhort 
(a very unuſual caſe with a wo- 
man) ſhe would really have 
been very decent. Her dreſs 


was an old and very clegant bro- 


cade, well ſtiffened with dirt, 


which added much to its rich- 


neſs; and, to all outward ap- 


pearance, was wove in the days ; 


of 


' 


| 24 | ASVENTURTS or A FLEA. 


in reſpect of ſtrength of voice, 


line kind, and of the true Hi- 


|  brogue, which rather heighten- 


the troap. 


. of good queen Beſs. Mr. and 1 
Mrs. Thunder perfectly agreed 


ſhe being rather of the maſcu- 


bernean breed, full ſix feet two 
inches high, with a little of the _ 


lndews; in moſt country thea- 
tres, rant and noiſe are two of 
the moſt neceſſary qualifications 
for the commencement of a 
great actor. An heroic ſtrut, 
ſomething like antient Piſtol's, 

1s 


ed the rapture of the audience, 
who, und voce, pronounced them 

the beſt actors i in company, be- 
cauſe they ſpoke the loudeſt of 
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( is abſolutely neceſſary ; and, in 
dia terrible moving love- ſcene, a 
„ grimace, ſomewhat like the pain 
- occaſioned by the cholic, has a 
- good effect; —ſuch a man, in a 
o rural ignorant audience, muſt 
e bea London player, he makes 
— ſuch a | buſtle about it. e | 


2 

r. een played 1. 

— character of Sciolto ; his trage= 7 

f dy groans, both in his misfor= _ 
tunes and at his death, had the 
| deſired effect, and even a moſt 

- unfeeling audience wept, with- 

cout the aſſiſtance of onions! — 

s Tragedy groans, properly tuned 

à and well adapted, are very mov- 

„ ing affairs ! 1 


Vorl. u. . Horatio 
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Horatio and Altamont were 


ſpoke moſt according to nature; 
but as nature has a very ſmal 
ſhare in the ear or feeling of a- 
country audience, they only pro- 
nounced, that thoſe there men 
were no players at all; for they 
ſpeaks juſt as we do when we 
are ta king together; — they 
makes no noiſe about it; — here 
they unknowingly paid them 
the greateit compliment. 


Rofanno Was a young ſpou- 


ter from the Morris Dancers, 


whom we ſhall paſs over in ſi- 


lence, being convinced he had 


ſtudied the taſte of porter in 
preference to acting. 


The 


he 
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The part of Lavinia was per- 


| formed by Mrs. Stormwell, who : 


Was rather of too large a 1ize to 


ſav, my little heart is ſatisfied 


v th thee ; . her voice was none 
of the ſofteſt, though it was not 


altogether to be called manly. 
She Was elegantly dreſt! in flow- 
ered or brocaded flannel, which 


made her at leaſt a ſhining fi- 
gure; the men's clothes Were 


; att of flannel of «; ferent hues, 


Very aptly edgzd V ith gilt lea- 


ther; to which add their ruf- 
fles, which were made of paper 
ſtampt in imitation of lace, they _ 


cut no deipicable appearance. 


Miſs Sed gwick played the 


Part of Lucilla, and was really 


= = I 
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in character; her dreſs, which 
was her own, was a blue ſilk 
ſack, which had been carefully 
preſerved, and ſeemed to own 
the wearer had known better 


times; indeed, her manner of BE 


ing was ſuch as would not have 
diſgraced a London theatre. Her 
figure was delicately elegant, 
and a kind of diffidence which 
overſpread her countenance, 
ſeemed to indicate ſhe had 
« that within which paſſeth | 
« ſhew.” ”—Trifling as Jam in 
the ſcale of life, and obnoxious 
as human kind in general is to 
me, 1 could not refuſe the tear 
of ſympathy to this ſeemingly 
young unfortunate. Her voice 
was ſo plaintive, and her man- 
ner 
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ner of acting ſo delicately | 


chaſte, that the audience ſeem- 
ed to feel for her diſtreſſes, which, 5 
though exhibited on the ſtage, 


were not imag ginary, but the re- 
ſult of woes innumerable. 


They played three nights that - 


week, when the company be- 
ing in want of men, Mrs. Crot- 
chet made her appearance in 


the character of Foigard, in the 
Stratagem ! — to be ſure it was 
diſputed whether ſhe talked 


Engliſh, Iriſh, French or Dutch, 
in her performance; ſome of 
the audience thought all four 
but others of ce Rnow- 

ledge, concluded it was no lan- 


guage at all; — r howevery. that 
IT 0 3ö; U 


Which it Vas d 
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paſſed muſter : —but, on her ſe- 


cond entrance, to make her look 
more [: 1th Or more manly, for 


1 


cigned I cannot 
toll, they daubed her noſe Very 


thick * ith SC otch nuf ; Which 
ſet her a ſneczing ſo violently, 
that the (Ould not Peak a werd; 
and, what was worſe than all, 
by over-ſtraining, ſhe burſt the 


Capital button of her brecches, 


when, O dire diſgrace ! they fell 
over her knees, to the great aſto- 
niſhment and mirth of the ſpec- 
tators, who NOW clapped ſo loud, 
as to make the old lady think 
ſhe had pleaſed them at laſt; 
but when ſhe found the occa- 
ſion of their mirth, it was with 
the utmoſt | difficulty ſhe was. 


prevailed 
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1 revail led to $0 on aga in to finiſh - 
her part. 


some of the young fellows 


of the town, who called them 
ſelves bucks, if human nature 
can produce a more diſagree- 
able animal, impudent and un- 
meaning! ignorant and ill-bred? 
a compound of oaths, lyes, and 
immorality — without ſenſe to 
entertain, or wit to amuſe, made 
a racketing party one night to 
the play, when three or four of 


theſe hopeful ſons of 1 ignorance, 


ho poſſeſſed a little more braſs 


than the reſt, came behind the 
ſcenes to lounge away the time, 


and contule the actors. This 
c Miss Sedgwick, Jacks is 


0-4 66 damm d = 
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0 damn d fine girl, but moſt 
In confoundedly modeſt though! 
& hark'ce, Tom! I warrant you 
e ſhe knows the turf to a ſhav- 
ning; ——a five-and-threc- _ 
40 penny- picce well turned 
would fetch her!” — “ Ay, 
da, cties another, « they 
t may. fetch her down with 
&« ſmall ſhot; ſhe's to be had 
Miſs Sedgwick was the object of 


their attention for ſeveral ſuc- _ 


ceeding evenings, when the ſa- 
vages renewed the tale of Cy- 
mon and Iphigenia; — until at 
laſt, over a brutal bottle at one 
of their nocturnal ſacrifices to 
Bacchus, they laid a ſcheme to 
carry her off, which was to take 
Place the next night, according 
5 _ | 5 
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to | the following plan: when 
they had made themſelves ſuf- 
ff ciently drunk, to be hardened 
in their purport, (pity it is, that 
drink ſhould be as an opiate to 
y the intellects of a wiſe man 
afleep; but a much greater pity 
that it ſhould allay every little 
trace of reaſon and reflection n 
| the breaſt of fools; pity it is, 
a wiſe man ſhould ever drown 
his underſtanding | in the red- 
ſea of port, or that fools ſhould 
receive additional folly from 
its intoxicating ſenſe-deftroying - 
qualities) they laid in ambuſh,. | 
waiting with impatience and 
anxiety for the appearance of 


Miſs Sedgwick, who was the 


object of their brutal luſt ; how 


c 7 ar 
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far they ſucceeded the reader 
will ſoon learn ; Mrs. Crotchet, 


through her good behaviour, 
was received by Miſs Sedgwick 
as a companion in her apart- 
ment; indeed, when ſhe was 
informed in what light an ac- 
treſs in the country was looked 

upon, the found a female friend 
_ doubly neceſſary. It happened 


this ſame evening, that Mrs. 


Crotchet had been playing the 
old maid, when theſe pretty 
ſparks ſeeing her croſs the ſtreet 
to Miſs Sedgwick's lodgings, by 
the faint glimmering of a young 
moon, took her for the lady her- - 
ſelf, whom they immediatel! 
ſeized upon, and placed her ot 


horteback behind young *ſquir: 
Graceleſo 


ance. 


count the hours 
night! how did ſhe fear ſome 
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Oraceleſs, who inſtantly gallop- 
ed of with his ſuppoſed ineſ- 
timable 

For Miſs Sedgwick, that ſhe had 


prize. Happy it was 


been that night confined to her 


room by a flight indiſpofition, 


which prevented her appear- 
Miſs Sedgwick thought 


Mrs. Crotchet made a long ſtay, 
which made her very uncaſy 2 


with what impatience did ſhe 
of the long 


terrible misfortune had befal- 
len the poor old lady! but be- 


ing in arrears with her land- 
lady, ſhe dared not call a ſoul 


up to diſſipate her uncaſineſs, 
for fear of giving her offence, 


having already heard it diſput- 


. 6 ed 
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ed by the charitable heads of 
the family, " whether, if ſhe 


*ſhould die in the houſe, her. 


clothes would fell for wav 
to defray the funeral expences; 
or whether it was proper hey 
ſhould go to the overſeers, and 
get them to paſs. the poor un- 
Happy young lady to her own 
pariſh in the cripple-cart. — 
Shocking as this muſt be to one 
in her ſituation, ſhe bore it with 
greatneſs of mind, and treated 
it with the contempt it merited. 
She waited till four o'clock, but 
no Mrs. Crotchet ; when tired 
cout with grief and anxiety the | 
retired to bed, and endeavoured 
to compoſe herſelf to ſleep; but? 
the loſs of Mrs. Crotchet, Wh 
1 Was 


2 oo 


ADVENTURES OF A FLEA, 37 


was now neceſſary to her, pre- 


vented her fleeping. At length, 
when morning came, and the 
maid went down to open the 
door, who ſhould make her ap- 
pearance but madam Crotchet, 


piteouſly lamenting her ſitua- - 


tion, which to be ſure was truly 
ridiculous ; for theſe jockies no 
ſooner found out their miſtake 
(which was a grievous one to 
them) than they held a council | 
to know how to diſpoſe of her, 
and what kind of puniſhment 
they ſhould inflict upon the ob- 
- Ject of their rage; 3 one was for 
drowning her; another was for 
ſcalping her; and a third was - 
. burning her for a witch; 
. length Tom Bumkin, juſtice 


Bun- 
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Bum in's ſecond ſon, hit upon 
avery huppy experiment, which, 
though not quite ſo dangerous 
as. either of the others, was as 
diſagrecable an operation as any | 
one need undergo. It was no 
other than the ever-memorable | 
invention of the Americans up- 
on ivine of our Euglih bre- 
thren, that of tarring and fea- 
thering; wich, notwithitand- 
ing all the ica:s aid catreatics 
of the poor did lady, they ef- 
fected with attonilliing expedi- 
tion, and then turned her out 
of doors. It was in this con- 
dition Dame Crotchet returned 
home, where ſac waited till the 
maid came dow. to open the 
houſe, being afraid to knock at 
Ee a —˙ 
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the door for the reaſons before- 
mentioned of Miſs Sedgwick. 
The maid no ſooner beheld her, 
than ſhe gave a ſhriek, and fell 
backwards, thinking it was 2 
ghoſt; Mrs. Crotchet, how ever, 
ſoon convinced her of her miſ- 


take, when ſhe very kindly 22 


ſiſted her with ſome ſoap and 
W. ar m water, Which once more 

brought this ſtrangely unfortu- 
nate woman to her original ſi⸗ 
tuation. 


As ſoon as ſhe had properly 
cleaned and dreſſed herſelf, ſne 
went up to Miſs Sedgwick, who 
received her with tears of joy, 
being much rejoiced to find her 
nurſe and companion had re- 

turned 
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turned "Yale, after all the fears 


and horrors of the night. 


This affair, however, next 
day made a great noiſe; and the 
inhuman fathers and relations 
of the young men, inſtead of 
horſe-whipping their ill-diſci- 
plined ſons, as they ought to have 
done, began to conſider Miſs _ 
Sedgwick in anew light, as an im- 
Poſtor, and a pretender to virtue, 
in order to draw one of their 
booby heirs into matrimony, or 
at leaſt a ſettlement; — upon 


which account they met the 


next day, and over a tankard of 


foggy ale, decreed Miſs Sedg- 


wick ſhould leave the company, 
5 or the company the town; ac- 
cordingly : 
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cordingly orders were ſent ; ſhe 
returned an anſwer, that ſhe was 
too ill to move, but would ne- 
vertheleſs obey their orders the 


next morning; — ſhe then ac- 


| quainted Mr. Stormwell and the | 
5 reſt of the troop with her nee 


received inſtructions, and pro- 
miſed to meet them at the next 


tovn, or indeed go with them, 
as ſhe ſhould only go to a vil- 
lage three or four miles off. 1 
she entreated them to continue 
her ſmall ſhare, as ſhe was en- 


tirely helpleſs, having already 


pledged moſt of her neceſſaries 
for her board, and for the ſup- 
port of her little journey. Mr. 


_ Stormwell, who gave us a proof 


of his humanity and generofity 


— rr, , —ð ˙] ͤL — — _ — — —- 
_ — . E = l 
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af the inn, imme Later recdleem- 
cd ner. things, and preſented 
them to her, wich what little 
money he had, and 2179 order- 


1 
k.. 


ed Mrs. Storn TOs who knew 
Nat place ſhe Was 
going to, to ice: her PIN there, 
andp promiſed to ſcnd a horſe in 
the afternoon, for her time e- 
nough to play; — this matter 
was 100n ſettled; they wept and 
parted; — Mrs. Crotchet pro- 
miſed to attend in the morning 
at the village, as ſhe was to play 
that night the part of Mrs. 


D 
Y 
Th 


a farmer oy 


Day in the Committee. 


Mis Sedgw ick was placed at 
the farmer's (an honeſt agree- 
able Kauni; ) for the recovery 2 

ne 


2 


1 
Te 
7 


a1 


e 


„ 
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7. her "heath. as Mrs. Stornawell 
called it ;—they were but poor 
 —yet they wanted for nothing; 


content, health, and peace of 
mind, beamed with continual : 


ſunſhine on their cottage 3 — - 
and though they were poor, 
how often has the poorer 


than themſelves held up their 


- hands and bleſt them! — Reli- - 

gion cheared their breaſts with 

: diſtant gleams of more conti- 
nued happineſs ; — 

= heighten their felicity here, con- 
tent of mind made every little 


- and, to 


accidental good they TECEIVEc : 


ſeem as a peculiar bleſſing ; — j — 
| ſleep endowed their nights with 
_ eaſe, the meed of chearful toil 
and induſtry ; a ſimple plenty 


crow ned 
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crowned their frugal board, ande, 
appetite. ' licited by health, made 
each er luxurious; — they 
had taten, brrow, and furvived 


it !— Near the door ran a brook 


wh cre the hoarte-current chaf- 
ed the fiery breait of the peb- 

ble;—it was partly covered with 
trees, where a ruſtic ſeat often 
in the ſummer-ſeaſon received 


the hoſpitable pair on the ver- 


dant bank, who oft re-told No 
ee e ee of: youth and 


jollity. 


: Mus Sedgwick oft retired to 
this pleaſant ſpot to indulge a 
pleaſing melancholy, and divert 


* 


her mind. oOppoſite to the 
walk ſtood the habitation of the 
humble 


h. 
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humble curate ; the rector was 
| chaplain to a lord, who would 
not leave his patron's table to 
inftruct the unlettered ſons of a 
rude uncultivated village ;—ve- 
niſon and port, claret and poli- 
ticks, had their peculiar charms; 
then the hopes of riſing to dig- 
nity in the church by an ac- 
quaintance with the great, was 
to him a more indulgent viſion, 
than the more diſtant expecta- 
tion of riſing in a future ſtate 
to the favour of his God; but 
to paſs him by unnoticed as an 
undeſerved being, and return 
to a better object. The curate, 
more worthy 1 in his poverty than 
the prieſt in his protections, 
whoſe heart had been habituat- 
ed 


e 


[4 
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ed to every tender feeling, could 
not help obſerving the ſettled 
concern that appeared in Mifs 
Sedgwick's countenance 3 he 
W iſhed, he knew not why, for 
an opportunity of ſpeaking to 
her ;—he told his wife the con- 
cern ſhe filled him with ;—they 
had frequent conferences toge— 
ther on the ſubject; in one of 
Which he took an opportunity 
to tell her, he Was informed 


* 


& ſhe was a player in the bo- 


rough, where ſhe behaved 


* 


& ill; in conſequence of which 
„ ſhe was very little noticed; 
but what of that,” ſaid this 
humane clergyman, “ if ſhe has 
„ erred ſhe is penitent; — pray 
wife invite her to tea; take 


* 


« no 


BY 


| Pr. 


7: 
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no > e — methinks it is 


both to your peace and mine 


that I ſhould ſpeak to her; 
ſecret impulſe beats upon oy 1 
heart, and nature ſcemst to 0 ſay, 5 
1 muſt ſpeak to her; — we 
are old, therefore no hurt can 


attend our characters by con- 


verſing with her; —and our 

advice may ſave the poor un- 
happy young perſon from de- 
ſtruction.“ 1 


Mrs. Goodwill, (for that was 
their name) w noſe firit joy Was 
to oblige him, tiew that inſtant . 
to the farmer 8 where, after | 


many excuſes, Miſs Sedgwick 


at laſt complied, and went with 


Mrs. Goodwill home, who con- 


ducted 
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ducted he to a little nest 
parlour, here and there lit- 
tered with books, moſt | of 
which were orthodox; — mas "= 


gazines and newſpapers alſo lay 
to tell the mighty annals of the 


Britiſh empire, intermixed with 

5 ; ſatirical and home advances at 
thoſe guilty breaſts, who, hav- 
ing already ſold their conſci- 


ences and honour for advance- 


ment, read their own infamy 
with a malicious grin, curſe the 
liberty of the preſs, and wiſh 
every editor of the public prints 

in the pillory but let me paſs 
them by, as unworthy no- 


tice ;—heaven will Fin what 
Mrs. 


man cannot controll.- 


Goodwill and Miſs Sedgwick | 
were | 
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| werenow chattin o very famili ar- 
1v about indifferent matters, and 
had drank each a glaſs of mead, 
when Mr. Goodwill came in; 
his breeches being rather ſhab- 


by, he had been up ſtairs to 


put on his caffock to hide the 
defects of his poverty; : he ſa- 
luted Miſs Sedgwick, and ſeem- | 
eq greatly pleaſed with her 
ſenſe, politeneſs, and affability; 
S amongſt other things he ſaid, 
_ © Thad a daughter that died 
„in London of the imall-pox, 


[4 


* 


who bore a great reſemblance 


„to you; but why ſhould 1 


b 


call to mind that extreme 


„ poverty which was her de- 


4 ſtruction her brother, dear 
( 


to us all, by wrong conduct 
Vor. II. 0 „ was 
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cuſe as a reaſon for leaving 


her to a mercileſs world. — * 
Whether ſhe went off with 
George, or remained, I Kn 


not; — his debts forced him 
abroad; — and as he has an 
e uncl 


[= 
Was forecd abroad; —he w a5 


expelled the univerſity, at 
which place I had nearly ſpent 
| my little all to keep him, by 
going off with a young lady, 
daughter to aclergyman lately 
dead, who was of {mall for- 
tune, and who left him lit- 
tle or no dependence but 
(ſcanty pittance) on a ſtep- 
mother, who would not deign 
to look on her after the error 
| ſhe had committed, — being 
glad to make that pitiful ex- 
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515 aflected—pardon me, Sir—1 
ee 


60 


done; I am content. 
« uncle, Sir, ſaid you at Am- 
« 


if I deceived — 


© 
u uncle at Amiterdam, I ſu p- 
poſe he went to him; but he 


ADVENTURES OF A FLEA 


is a worldly-minded man, and 
1 fear he will do but little for 
him neither me nor mine 


„ have yet been worth his no- 


tice, though he might have 


aſſiſted us without any ap- 
parent diminution of his 
- 6. 


wealth; but God's will be 
3 An 


ſterdam !—his name! — and 
— oh! Sir, 
— forgive me — this is the 
ſtrangeſt ſtory — it overpow- 
ers me—my very ſenſes are 


bluſh to appear thus before | 
you —1 fear—I fear—1 am 
U more 
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© mere Intercited in this affair « 
% than vou—and that ſhe that « 
„ graſps the tender father"; « 
„ hand, is the betraver of hi : 

& child---the cauſe of all theſe 
& fatal accidents, which have ar 
i deftroved the peace of a great de 
„ mind and noble heart like h. 
„ Fyour's !---Oh ! Sir, forgive ſe 
. forgive and let me fly your N. 
5 ſight = — 1 cannot even bear yi 
„ my own upbraidings ; how tl 
60 then can I bear the affliction N 
&« and reſentment of the beſt c 
„ parents in the world in ad- t. 
« dition to them! How can! « 
&« ſupport the reflection of the « 
ruin I have occaſioned Or 5 
« Þ3y can you, Sir, humane « 
% and generous as you are, ber 
0 ſuch}. 
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00 ſuch an otenſive object in 
„ Four ligne on! Sir! oh! 


ä ( & musaln! 1 dar * not look,” : 


Mr. Goo will ra aiſed her; _ 
| and Mrs. Goodwill, whoſe ten- 
der feelings would have done 
honour to the nobleſt age, kiſ- 
| fed off the falling tear, but could 
not ſpeak, though ſhe endea- 

vouredl all ſhe could to ſay ſome- 

thing Which might alleviate 
M.iſs Sedgwick's anxiety ; — nor 
could Mr. Goodwill utter more 


than, „my dear George! my 


6& 


„ ---Ah! why no longer can 
uf 


8 


« 


Poor child! where is he now? 


a parent's arms embrace 
him. - 4 Yes, Sir, (replied 
Miſs Sedgwick) it is but Ll. 
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you ſhould reproach me, I 
am the cauſe of all his miſ- 
fortunes, the occaſion of all 
your woes; I do not, ſweet 
amiable creature, (he replied) 
I do not reproach, I pity you; 
Af you loved my boy, you 
cannot be inſenſible of a fa- 
e ther's feelings for his loſs--- 
his poor mother, too --- Mrs. 
Goodwill do not weep---you 
affect me too much ! --- thou 
beſt of women be comfort- 
ed; --- we yet may ſee---be- 
neath this oft frequented roof, 
whilſt infant innocence kept 
him from thoſe errors from 
which maturer reaſon could 
not defend him---but let me 
alk one queſtion=--are 1 vou his 
6 wife, | 


37'S 


I 


66 


+ © 0G 


| 6 
« (replied Miſs Sedgwick) you 

„ ſhall know all - but firſt I | 

Will appeaſe your anxiety, by 
 « informing you that I am his 
 wife;---but yet I cannot boaſt 
« 


6 


(0 


66 


me” 


( 
« his een viſits, "when 
at the univerſity, prevailed ; 


on my unpractiſed heart 


1 


| 
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* ife, or, F dread to aſk, 3 are 
vou not ?---may 1 careſs thee 


as the child of my boſom--- 
the wedded wife of my dar- 
ling ſon! — or, mutt I fill 
regret. his crime — and pity 
= 


vour misfortunes | „ , 


ſo ſtrict an honour as I am 


convinced an alliance to you 
or your's deſerved ;---but no- 


thing ſhall be concealed— 


to give that virtue to his 
D 4 „ 8 truſt, 
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truſt, no woman in her re- 
flective hours ought eVYer to 
Pare Vi ith; _ but love Was ; 
then my bane and my ambi- 


« tion. Vet in that point am 


I truly happy 3 e fl taid, af- 


ter he was expelled, a month 


with me in London; - 


where, after having been 


„ regularly aſked at church, he 


« married me ; our love now _ 
increaſed with our poverty 
till at lengthy unable to ſup- 
port the bitter hours of chid- 


ing want, he left me with. a 


promiſe of writing ſoon ; 


if he lived, he was heed i to 
own me for his wife --- if he 
died, he begged I would ne- 
ver reveal the ſecret to 


66 his | | 
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his family 1 he ſaid this 
N ſtroke would be fatal to their 


peace-—as it was in hopes of 


his advancement, they ſur- 
vived through many a ttorm 


of life, to wait the flow retu 


of happier hours, and yet Fi 


more chearful days; — —he | 


thought, it vou was. con- 
vinced he was married toa 


woman of no fortune,. —the 


additional ſcenes of poverty 

and diſtreſs it muſt occaſion- 
would break their hearts; — 
and more; to "revent my 


making the leaſt proper en- 
quiry, he told me his name 


was Hopkins, and that he 
would ſome ne or other 


clear the miſtake to mo of 
D « taking 
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3 
“ ideas on your minds, already 
too much affected at the fond 
tale of an unhappy miſerable 
object; --- we parted, ---fatal 


moment! ! --- I fear for ever! 
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making up that of Goodwill: 


to tell all our joys and miſe- 


ries, blended as they were 
from our laſt meeting to the 
dreadful hour of parting, 


would only be to rouſe freſh 


— the ſequel you know as 


much of as mylelt ! - Six | 
months are gone without the 


„ Jeaſt intimation where he is 
i fear the worſt forgive 
me, Sir —— if I am honoured 
as poor your adopted child 
ought to try to comfort, not 
to wound; the ever tender, 


ever 


* 
_ 


* 


A . 


| 
1 
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„ ever charitable breaſt, of my 
« (deareſt benefactors.”---Arud- _ 
| dy girl at this inſtant brought in 

the apparatus for tea, which re- 
5 lieved them all, and called forth 

that reſolution they wanted, 
 whilit yet no eye obſerved the | 
tender feeling of their hearts, or 


their love-inſtructed intercourſe : 


of ſorrow. They took their 
chairs, and Dolly ſeemed rejoiced 
| to find the hot cakes her hands 
had prepared, were well re- 
_ ceived by her maſter and miſ- 


treſs, whoſe continued kindneſs 


to her was what ſhe had in no 
place experienced before. But 
to be ſhort in my ſtory; 1 28 1 
promiſed not to dwell on any 
| particular ſubject, lese tha t ſab- 


„„ 
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- ject ſhould grow . Miſs 


Sedgwick continued here for 
the ſpace of nine months lon- 
ger, without the leaſt intimation 
from her huſband ; --- Mr. and! 
Mrs. Goodwill loved her as their 
child --- and a proper proviſion 
for her future life, was all that 
was wanting to make them now, 
all as happy, as the loſs of 2 
ſon and huſband. could make! 


each party. — Continued good- 
nature made every day appear a 
little feſtival ; —while affability 
ſweetened every ſentence. 


. But I ſhould have told you that 
the players had left the town, tho 
not without coming over to the 
village to pay their reſpects to | 
young 
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$ voung Mrs. Goodw ill, and to 


take a proper leave; Mrs. Grote... 
- Chet ſtaid a ronth behi::: . th in, 


1 and then followed the troop, 


d and after having received freſh 


it aſſurances from Miſs Sedgw ick, 


n of a better proviſion as toon as 


it could be procured for her. 


quite happy in her little retire- 


—And looking now on her huſ- 


band as amongſt the irrevocable. 
regions of death, « from whoſe 
« bourne no traveller returns; 
ie the violence of her grief Bad 
0 | ſoftened into a gentle melancho- - 


8 „%% ͤ ¾öĩñ F 


Miß Sedgwick l now 


ment, without once re: gretting 5 
the loſs of a more public, as 
y well as a more poliſhed world. 


— 1 
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Iy, to r eflection, which now and 


then, when his once-loved idea 


played upon her mind, would 


break out in ſilent tears. 


Now, dreſt! in the airy robe 


of memory, her viſits were 
daily, but chiefly to the poor, 
whoſe homely wants in illneſs 
and oppreſſion, little as they had 
| to give, were inſtantly ſupplied; 


3 they could bleſs the bounty of 


an omnipotent God, that they 
had ſomething to beſtow to dry 


| the eye that four affliction had 


made dim — and to relieve the 


heart ſeized by the cold hand 


of anxiety, — When they had | 


nothing more to give, their kind 
advice and well- diſpoſed huma- 


nity, : 


| | 
| 


| 
| 
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"ey; gave hope and pleaſure to 
thoſe hearts, where time, and 
numberleſs good offices had 
taught them to reſpect their 
words as thoſe of peace and 
comfort. — Not even Mahomet 


was eſteemed a greater prophet 


among his folly-guided hoſt, 
than was this worthy prieſt - 
; mongſt the ruſtic circle of his 


few pariſhioners. ; 


But 1 hos the reader will 
not think me long; as to paint 
the various graces of humanity | 
and goodneſs, although in an 
humble ſtate, can never be an 
ungrateful ſubject to the ear of 
virtuous. ſenſibility ; : indeed, the 

5 overflow! ings of the human heart 

e 


— —C_— — — 
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arc great and noble, known but 
to few, and practiſed yet by leſs; 


—1t is not yet to be deſcribed; 


Sit is (what I have often heard 


12 


Mr. Goodwill fas) is a look into 


man! 


But left the reader ſhould be 


1mpa..ent for the ſequel of my 


hiſtory, I will here cut ſhort the 
dig reſſion I was entering to, and 
conclude this long chapter. 


futurity - an anticipation of fu- 
ture felicity and, whilſt a ten- 
der iympathy to the misfortunes 
of others wounds the bleeding 
heart, how greatly it exalts the + 


29 9 
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© H AP, IX. 


 Parious Accidents produce various Deſcriþ- 


tions; — Which that I may not antici- 
pate, I will not ſum uþ the Heads, but 
let the Reader peruſe tne WINE un- 
noticed, 


BOUT the ſixteenth of oh 
June, aletter arrived w ith 5 


an account of the death of the 


TU 


— 10 


mother-in-law of young Mrs. 
Goodwill, who, out of concern 
for her former cruelty, and, ike _ 
many others, to do ſomething _ 


with a view to merit heaven on 


her death-bed, had left her two 


| hundred pounds. This news 


was doubtleſs received with great 


4 £ 


which 
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which was at this time a little 
fortune to this truly eeconomi- 


cal and induſtrious little family, 


It was now: W hiſpered thro . 
the pariſh, that the curate and 


his family grew rich, they hav- 


ing now bought a cow of their 
_ own—and had ſupplied the pig- 


ſtye with inhabitants it was ori- 


ginally deſigned for — to true ü 


cconomy every little addition 


of circumſtance is felt, and 


cauſes a gratetul ſufficiency to | 
wear the face of plenty and pro- 
fuſion ; for what would appear 
_ thrift to the extravagant and 


unwary, is, to the votaries of 


economy, eaſe, affluence, and 


prof] perity. 


June 


„ 
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| June went over as the for- 
mer months, without receiving 


any account from young Mr. 


Goodwill; however, on the third 
of July following, a letter was 
received by the curate, inti- 
mating, that a ſtranger would 
arrive like the dove | in the ark, 

and bear the olive, the ever- 


grateful olive in his mouth. 


This prophecy alarmedthewhole _ 
family, and threw them into 
the greateſt conſternation; which 
with the expectancy of what 
was to happen, fat with a kind 
of horror on the mind, which 
was however reheved by the 
ever grateful ſon of hope. 1 


1 


2 2 —— - 
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At eleven Oclock at night, 


when all the family were pre- 


paring for bed, the latch of the 
itreet-door was heard to move 


"Bi 


IeVeral times, Dur Very = -ently, 2 


if it ſeemed unw ining to give too 


great an alarm. — The curate 
turning pale with fear, ſaid the 
toute was beſet, and bid the 
maid bring the old iron tinder- 
box, which ſnapt like a piſtol, 
and that he would ſtand in the 
pailage to make the thief be- 


lieve he had fire-arms in his 


houle ; which was far from be- 


ing the caſe, the good prieſt 


having never fired but one gun 
off in his whole life, and that | 
Was. at a rabbit, when he him- 


| 


| | 


i 


elf ' 


| "_ 


JJ ˙ ooo a hat 2% ob 


F 


1ͤ—ũ— | 


ee 


this; 
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{elf dropt down at the ſame 
time, not being certain which 


end of the gun the effuſion was 
from; and it is alſo aſſerted, 


that if he ever was guilty of an 
uncleanly action, it was then, 
and then only; and that indeed 


proceeded in part from a good 


digeſtion, and in part from the 
terrors of the imagination. The | 
noiſe, how ever, continued, hen 
Betty, the maid, who vas en- 
raged at being kept out of bed, 
where the might comfortably 


dream of her iweetheart for at 


leaſt nine hours together, be- 
thought of another ex dient, 
which was no other than 
—— ſhe. ran into the 
garret ana opencd the window, I 
when the crceived by the light 

NS of 


em ² 9 * _ 


——— ͤ— 
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of a very feeble young moon, 
a man with his hand at the latch 
of the ſtreet-door ; ---now's the 


time, quoth Betty to herſelf; 


70h 
K 


ce 


cc 


cc 
cc 
ce 
ec 
cc 


cc 


and out the unmerciful jade 
pours a full vaſe of chamber-_ 
lee upon the ſuppoſed delin- 
quent's head, who now roared 


out as loud as he could,“ I am 
"xc 


ruined ! an undone man ! — 


my grizzle-wig, and beſt blue | 
“grey coat and black waiſtcoat 
will never be fitten to be worn 
again by a Chriſtian pariſh- 
clerk ! --- why Betty, where 


18 meaſter 2? --- doſt not know 


me---not know poor old Jo- 


nathan ! ---ah! heavens ſave | 


me -I heard a piſtol crack 
© in the entry.— ſhall be kill- 
( ed! | 


If 4 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


(Cc 


+": C& 
« ſnip off a ſmall remnant from 
my cuſtomers, by way of toll; 
hard times, meaſter! and 
what can a poor taylor do 
with ſix-pence a day, to keep 
a wife with ten little babies; 
beſides, Suſan drinks tea into 
the bargain | ---why meaſter, 
good now open the door ;---I _ 
dare not go home till I have 


(Cc 


(c 


cc 
cc 
cc 
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cc 
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cc 
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ed !---meaſter---have e Wart 


it is only I ! — poor Jona- 
than, the parith-clerk ; who 
never knew how to wrong 
man, woman, or child in my 


born days · except when I 


diſcourſed with you---it is as 


much as my life and all my 


five ſenſes a are worth. "— 


The 


. DVM ²³˙˙A ö Ü 


' r — - l 


to comfort her daughter-in-Jaw, 
whoſe ſpirits, being but weak, 
Was a good deal frightened a. 


ſonable viſitant. 


rate and Jonathan ſat down by 
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The miſtake being PErceiy- a © 


cd, the good prieſt lays dowr. Kat 


His piſtol, tinder-box, and Jo- --- 
nathan 1s ordered to be aclmit- col 
ted, and dried by a good fire, in 
which, with a full pint of halt nat 


 dav-ale, warmed with brown to 
ſugar and ginger, 1s applied with on 


ſucceſs. #7 J* 
Mrs. Goodwill, after her good“ 
: CC- 
ce 
3 


this fappoded thief and unſea- © 


= 


(e 


Let us now imagine the cu- 
(c 
- a good 


V. 


FP) 
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a good fire, w ith a freſh tan- 
L 180 of fine home-brew ed alc. 


. ---Betty, who thought there 
could be no ſecret without love 
< in the affair, and thinking Jo- 
nathan had brought freſh bans. 


to publiſh, liſtened for a while 
on the ſtair-caſe,--- © Jonathan, 


** 


At 


6 


© have given thee, but theſe 


country-fcilows borrowed it 
for biſhop Blaze, to wear in 


C6 


et 
ie 


te 


ce 


(c 


cc 


(ſays the prieſt) why did not 
you ſpeak with a loud voice 


„when you was at my ſtreet- | 
«Ke 


door, and then theſe little 
misfortunes could never have 


happened! Come, be cheer- 


ful man ; --- neve- mind an 
old w 18 3 had ne Icould 


proceſſion onthe Wake-Mon- 


a 


1 
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66 feild's five acres of oats laſt. 
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ſay, if ever ſo mean. 
would have releaſed it; but 
5 poſſeſſion being nine parts 
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day-—and I with I may ever 


get it again, for that might 


through neighbour Bean- 


night, I ſaw it tied to a ſtick, 


* where it now N for a 
0 ſcare-crow 
bowels yearn mie I ſaw it; 


— 1 have known it theſe 


it made m 


thirteen years at leaſt ;---and | 


old friends, vouknow, meaſter, _ 


claim the watery eye, as! Ay 


& of the law, I even left it to 


4 the laſt claimant, to die, like 


repair“ Ah! Sir! 1 (re- 
plies the clerk) you will ne- 
ver ſee it again, for, as I came 


woe po 9 . 


| 
[| 


„ many 


(c 
e 


( 


« 
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many more, with old age and 
misfortunes !” * Ay! many 


a chriſtening and good time 
have I worn it, Jonathan ; 


it has been at many an ho- 
neſt man's table!“ --- © Yes, 
Sir ; I have not ſtood at Vour 


back ſo often, but I muſt be 
well acquainted with it; --- 
poor ſoul! well, well, we al 
muſt part, Sir!“ “ father 


and fon, Jonathan!” # 


huſband and wife, Sir HEE 
grandfather, and great 3 


father, Jonathan!“ — « firſt 


couſin and ſecond couſin, Sir! 
ay! we are all pilgrims and 


wanderers upon earth !” — 
True, Jonathan; and happy 
is he, that a moving ſub- 

öäâ 
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o 


ee eyes W Mer And I am 


V if vou cry, 1 can 
= : 2 


5 


C 


La, 


«a chicken.” 


c«c 
cc 


BO 


3 


ge me; — here a deep ſigh el- 


mis 


ject, SR: 1 makes my 


follow you, for I always was 
ſoft and tender-hearted from 


Here followed a weeping ſcene, 
which may be better felt than de- 
ſcribed;--whenthe due obſequies 
were regularly paid to the re- 
memberance of the poor old wig, 
the curate tookup the tankard (a 
great ſoother of affliction) with, 
Jonathan, my hearty ſervice 
to you.“ Sir, your love is 
ſufficient for a poor man like 


caped from the clerk, which he 
immediately waſhed down with | 


Dis 
prieſt. 
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humble ſervice to the 


©« What's the matter, Jona- 


than?” (1:ys the prieſt) “ Ah! 
Sir, (lars he) I am ſorely 


troubled 1n mind!“ . hat, 5 


have you any doubts about 


« religion, man?” „Oh! no, 
Sir; I have no doubts about _ 
that; for I never think of it 
at all, but when I am at 


church ;--and then you know 


1 am forced to it; --- ſo that 
does not hurt me, --- but I 
* moſt ſartainly e = 


Sir, can I ſee A ghoſt ! 1 


Why, I do not abſolutely pre- 
tend to ſay, Jonathan, but that 
ſuch a thing may appear; 


VVV 
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then it muſt be as a meſſen. 


ger from heaven to man, 


which 1s of the greateſt con. 


ſequence; not as a Will o 


the Whiſp, -- a goblin, —2 
. ur. as fright children 


460 with.“ 


0 The ways of the Eternd 
ce Being are paſt our mere fi- 
© nite apprehenſion. it is true; 
e ſee continued tracks of 
glory in every path we trace 
through his great works; 
and yet we find not light 
enough to guide our weak 
reaſonthrough the vain ſearch 
into eternal cauſes ;---our in- 
tellects want both ſtrength} 

and refinement ;—Man can-| 


6 not | 


( 


4 


cc 


cc 
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a more than common ge 


nius darts a ray, it is but like a 5 
© comet; it aſtoniſhes at firſt; 
it blazes with new know- 
ledge ;--and after it hasſhone 
it's time, we become ſelf- 
, convinced, that this our o un 
cc 
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not enter into more than the 


common knowledge of his 
kind z and if, now and then, 


reaſon might have puzzled 


out from the intricate walks 


of inſtructive knowledge; on 


the new regulator of our 


e reaſon ceaſes to become a 


wonder ;—and we barely but 


approve, what of late created 


our aſtoniſhment ;—in ſhort, 
Jonathan, moſt of our moral 
writers, in treating of the : 

SOS: 4 great 


"Of 
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great arcana of nature, either} 
wall out of their 1 
"$6 


entirely Or, like mere ſchool-, 
ttreamn.“ 5 


cc « Indeed, Sir, replies n 


you talk very fine, but to 
20 be ſure it is all Greek to me; 
— I do not underſtand one 
© word of it; — ſo, Sir, my 
humble ſervice to vou.— 


Well; but Jonathan, hold! 5 


let me touch the tankard; 


„ what would you enquire into | 
« — the reality of a ſpirit” | 
© Yes, Sir; if ſo be as how, 
ſuch a thing may come in- 
© deed, and truly ;---I remem- | 


: ber to have heard what di- 


« vers 


boys, only dabble in the; 


40 


« vers people have ſaid, that 
they have ſeen Black Bill, of 


1 


cc 


1 


(e 


cc 


.< who. loſt his eſtate by gam 
: ing, was moſt cruelly haunt- 
ed, before he ſold his fine 


cc 
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uſed to walk in the long gal- 
5 lery, W here the doors of all 
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« ſelf for little Sue of Blith- 
460 
do not ſcruple to ſay, that 
6 


efquire —, good old 


Brampton, who hanged him 
Green ; — nav, tome people 


our young eſquire, Foolacre, : 


old manſion to a London 


builder, to pay a card-debt of ” 
eight thouſand guineas 3 — 
they ſav, moreover, that od | 


madam , and two of 
his maiden aunts, who died 
for love at threeſcore, had | 


Eg: «the 
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the rooms flew open, which 
they uſed to look into with 
ſuch groans, that the lik 
was never known before— _ 
then, Sir, you know there 
was old Gaffer Fire- Drake, 

he and his old mare were 


both frightened into a gra- 1 5 


© yel-pit by the appearance of, 
dear heaven bleſs us! a wo- 
man without a head! Be- 
ſides, Sir, I have heard old 
Goody Blue Jacket {wear, | 
© when {ſhe has been out of | 
nights on ſundry occaſions, 
© that ſhe has ſeen ſpirits in 


4 the air, of divers ſhapes, as 


« thick as flies in a ſummer's b-- 


evening.” — “ Pſhaw ! pri- 


5 Mee Jonathan have done with | 
4 thy 
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: thy inſtances 6 you © of 
all aſk me of the probability 
of the thing, and then pre- 


tend to give me ocular proofs 


_& thyſelf; — though I know ] ' w 
* not why 1 ſhould chide thee, 
« when even people of my or- 

der, and ſeveral of very diſ- 
tinguiſhed abilities too, have 


watched that ridiculous affair 


Fanny Fantom's ghoſt for a 
whole evening, and helped 
to immortalize the haunted _ 
regions of Cock- lane amongſt 
the ſimple annals of Britiſh 
credulity ! — You remember 
that affair, I ſuppoſe, Jona- 


than? 40 yes, Sir, I remem- 


ber it perfectly well; at that 
| time I uſed to pruſe the newſ- 


E 6 Papers | 


gone to bed at the ſame time, 


I ͤdurſt not no more have 
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papers about it; — dear bleſs | 
us—how my bale has ſtood 


ſtraight upright ; — and ex- 


gone by myſelf, than I could 
now go into our belfry by 
midnight !” — Why, thou 
haſt a ſtout heart, Jonathan, 2 
(replied the prieft) but pray 
now, what does all this mean? 
what haſt thou ſeen, Jon | 
than ? explain, man ?” 


„Why, Sir, (ſays he, trem- | 
| bling) does not the candle 
burn a little blueiſh ? I have 
ſeen poor maſter George croſs | 
„ the green about an hour a- 
0 Son, in ſuch a murrainhurry, * 
« os | 
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as he uſed to do in his. merry 
freaks; — prav, Sir, ©: fe 


me; I cannot help tellin it; 


— it hes upon wy conf: : 


ence.“ 


04 Why, harkee e, Jonathan, 
d (replied the prieſt) it does 
not lie upon my faith in the 
4 leaſt; — poor George! is either g 
: alive and merry, or dead to 


us I this world, I warrant 
« 


him. — Well, well, do not 


talk of him; theſe tears, 1 
nathan, ſpeak the father, tho 
indeed I muſt confeſs I am 
tender- hearted - on all occa- 


8: fions : : but we ſhould be ſo, 

Or how elſe ſhould we pity the 

misfortunes of others?“ — 
40 * Pray, 


« Pray, Sir, interrupts Jona- 


„ than, do not take on upon 
5 
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it —T only ſaid, 1 believed it 


. Was true, whiltt you thought 
e it was proper; but now, Sir, 
J believe I was in a dream 
only. — But pray Sir, now 
think of it, did John Plzddon 
{2nd the tythe-pig ] laſt night“ 
Ves, yes, Jonathan, he ſent 
it; he was as good as his 


word for once 3” 0 . and a | 


brave one it was meaſter, for 
all it comes of tuch a croſs! 


6c. grained methodiſt- breed; — 
piſh on um, I ſay, they would 
have ſold one at market 115 
they could, and have ſworn | 
the poor old beaſt. had but} 
ſix i in a litter; - — ol conſci- | | 

G6 ence! 
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ence! conſcience ! and as for 

eggs, why, there's not one to 
„be found; — egad, the good 

„ man, as they call him, ſwal- 
4 


100 ys down two dozen in a 


morning to :vhet his whiſtle, 


in order to get ſtrength of 


lungs ſufficient to rae a pi- 
ous mob in the afternoon, 


at the town three miles off, 


where he preaches at the 
back of a hog-ſty.— Why, 


do you know, Sir, that he 
had the impudence to kiſs 
my daughter Nan, and then 


offered to put his hands where 
ſhame makes me filent.”— 


He's a very bad man, Jona- 
than; e him out of your 


doors.” , 66 Why, that is juſt 


£« what 


ſouls, and that we ſhall all | 
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wh at] ſays to my wife; . why, | 


| (e be 


= 


- "oc 66 
« love, ſays I toher, for you know “ 
« ſhe's a mortal paſſionate wo- 
« man, ind ſo I always call her — 
„ love, being as how I like to * 
« mollitv her, Sir; —fo favs “ 
« unto her, do you think, my 
« love, favs I, I that am a Chriſ- 
cc tian parith-clerk and his wife, * 
c and fo ſober a couple as we = 
er be, ſhould entertain a miſ⸗ _ n 
« creant methodiſt parſon ? — 8 
« Fy, fy; what w ould our good | Ta 
6 maſter, the 2 ſay, if he * 
„ knew it, that „ meaning . 
« you, Sir; — 5 50 Jonathan, Bo 
&« ſays the, (pretty and mild, | 15 
6 Sir) he favs the curate, and | * 
« all of us are poor ſtraying | 3 
ce bs 
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be damn” d together ;  — and : 
will alfo give me the cauſe 
of the great ſinfulneſs of fin.” 
« Hark ce, wife, (favs I to 
LG do not believe him; do 
not put any conference” 1 
him; and the next time you 


lee: - him, tell him he's ® 
2 


-d raft cal for his pains;“ 
— 6 wel, but you ſwear, Jona- 
© than, why (lays the Parſon) 


I could not help it, Sir; I 
was in ſo great a paſſion to 
hear ſuch a parcel of dogs 
. laten; ; now, Sir, mind ho W 
it comes about; — you muſt 
know, Sir, our neighbour, 


farmer Fallowfield's wife, ne- 


ver had a child of thirteen 
Fears, till the went to the ſe 


6e mi ſ- 
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(6 
cc 
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6c 


(46 


6 


ce 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


before the year was out; 


is a ſightly woman, you know, 


repairing her loſs by getting 
„ ano- 


p 
miſcreants, Sir; and ſo, Sir, 
ſornchow or other, ſhe tu 
ed out a brace of fine babie: 1 


and this it is, Sir, that a ; 
made more women turn to 
hirn than vou can imagine; 
for they look upon 1. 
Re and multiply to be the 
firſt commands of heaven, 
becauſe they like it them- 
ſelves. Now, my wife, WhO 
Sir, and no more than ſeven | 
and ſixty laſt graſs let me 3 


1 


ſee, we buried a ſon, I think | 
about nine years ago; —— | 
ever ſince which time ſhe | 


© has made ſuch a buſtle about 


(e 


another, that I have had, 


of my lite, Sir for, let me 
« ftrive as I will, I am turned 
of fifty, and cannot do as I 
could, if I was to try never 


four ſons and five fine daugh- 


thought was family enough 
for a poor man, whilſt they 
were young, Sir ;—and now, 


our own 
breaks my Heart to think as 
how that the ſhould be fo 
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(though I am aſhamed to 
ſpeak it) very little comfort 


ſo much beſides, we have 


ters living already, which 


heaven give them grace; if 
Sue would but be quiet, why 
we might enjoy ourſelves, _ 
and Ss cow and pig of 
—— but it almoſt 


« yartu- 
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ce vartuouſly given till gow, and}. 
« be in danger of fallir Za prey} 


« to a wolf in ſheep's clothing 


Ext uſe 8 Sir, cannot hel 


« ww VCEPINg." 


” N ay, but E do not 


take on, thy wife will think | 
« better of it, man; come touch 
„ the tankard, Jonathan; — 


« will put a ſpice of matrimo- 


& nial advice in my next Sun- 


(e day's diſcourſe, | by way of 


„ admonition ; and, if ſhe will 

« but take the thing in a pro- 
« per light, it may be of ſer- | 
vice to her.“ „ Ah! Sir, 
« (returns Jonathan) Jam a- 


; « fraid ſhe does take the thing 


as it is; — proper or impro- 
= 6 po 


| © till nigat, by way of paſtime 


« 


. 


0 per, 1 am not bound to ſay; 
EE 


( 


1 


« 


66 


„ two ſons, and Gabrel the 


5 'prentice, had uſed to ſing or 


TRY 


« 
« 


3 


(e 


160 


ce 
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— but I am ſartainly much 


troubled about it ;—here the 
walls in my houſe and ſhop 


had uſed to be covered with 


merry ballads and pleaſant 


hiſtories, Sir; me and my 


whittle them over from morn 


as we fat at work, and we uſed | 


all to be as friſky as grigs; 
but now, Sir, fince ſhe has 
got acquainted with theſe 1 
miſcreants (grant me pati- 
ence, I pray heaven) all my 


ſongs are torn down, as in- 
„ | 


ſtruments of Satan, and an 


abomination to the fleſh ; and 


3 in 


ee 


cc 


60 


( 


ce 
cc 


( 


e the heavy -ars'd Chriſtian,” --- | 


Why, then, Jonathan, if that 


« 


"6c 


„ cauſe to fear; but hark'ee! | 


& — I Will talk to thy wife; 


6 


(c 
i” 


„ wonder our bi— 


"6 


"1% 


parts; 
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in their ſtead 1s paſted * 


Whitefield's Laſt Legacy; 3 — 
Pious Breathings ; — White- 
field's Travels 


W aſhed upon Earth; — Re- 


generation openly required; 
Tone Step to the Taberna- 


cle; — and a pious Shove to 


is the caſc, thou haſt ſome 


I will call on her to-morrow 3; 


— What, thy wife will hear 
\ reaſon I warrant thee; — l! 
PS do not 


petition the parliament about 
it; — we ſhall certainly loſe | 
. gur 


into divers 
- the Soul white- | 
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our flock entirely 11 they do 5 


not; — but why ſhould I won 


der: they do not know that 
one part of us is ſtarving 
whilftethe other is ſurfeiting 


in luxury; nay, in many 
towns, a Poor curate, ora jour- 
neyman parſon and a cuckold, 
are equally ridiculous ; wit- 
neſs the contempt and al 
treatment poor parſon Adams 
met with in his travels; who, 


between friends, Jonathan, ö 
was as honeſt and well-mean- 


ing a man, (though I ſay it 


myſelf) as I am; together 


with ſeveral others whom I 


now cannot recollect, to the 


great diſgrace and indi gnity 


of the cloth 3 but life is ſhort, | 


40 and 


cc 


7% 
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and we matt” be contented, 
Jonathan.” 


cc Ay! Sir (anſwered the 


cc 


clerk) I never reſpected one 


part of our proteſtant mem- 


bers ever fince the Jew bill 


Was paſt; — I declare it al- 
moſt turned my head for | 
time, to think how it came 
about; — for, favs 1 to Sue, 
if ſo be it ſhould happen to 


continue ſo, it is fifty to one 
but they erect a new Jeruſa- 


and turn Saint Pauls into a 
ſynagogue—but, heaven be 
praiſed, the ſtorm blew loud 


enough to waken our ſeven 


ſleepers 1 into their ſeven ſenſes 
N and 


— 3 33 


lem on the ruins of London, 


* — 
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— 5 fo the good old king = 


repealed Wn.” 


« Well, Jonathan, let us but 


go in the right way ourſelves, 
we may then look down with 


an eve of pity and concern 


on thoſe, whole ſuperior ſta- 


tions call in vain for ſuperior 


pertections ; and, whilſt the 


great and-rich man is con- 
tining his thoughts to the 


file of 1 or to 


the embellichment Sa 


7 Þ 


let ors ſoar bey on:1 the reach 


Gf human c . Cern, ON che | 


5 ; AE: Bree : 1774 9 3 
wings oi hope, and great!) 
daring, launch into cternity? 


„ 3 ? 8 1 * * 
fi ea VV EL Dl zen THE C\ Sr — 


lafting p uns; and Wor! ip 
von. l. 3 * nl 


: 
i 
f} 
. 
„ , 
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K 
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& nour, and every thing tha 


& is dear to them, to a venal| 


5 


(e 
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cc 


(e 
(e 


6 


"+. 60 
. 


60 


« 


at 


ö 


only that God, whoſe power 
is abſolute and boundleſs as, 
his nature; — and whillt c. 
thers {ell their ſouls and ho- 


ſtateſman for a paltry bribe 


let us devote our future houn 
of this tranſitory life to gain 
a place in that celeſtial court, 
„ where the ſun always ſhines; 
where peace is everlaſting ;| 
and where virtue, clad in! 
poverty, ſhall claim prece- | 
dence of exalted vice; then 


ſhall the tear ceaſe to flow, 
the voice to groan, or the 
heart to heave with anguiſh; | 
D comfort ſhall then bright- | 
= the pale vilage of deject- | 

| . ed 


66 


(6 
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6 al ſorrow ; and that comfort. 
Bo ſhall be eternal. 125 


While the good in wie as 
ing on at this rate, Jonathan 


began to ſnore, when Mr. Good- 
| will finding the effect his diſ- 
\ courſe or his ale, (we cannot 


fay which) had on him, thought 


it neceſſary to rouze and inform 


him it was growing late; he 


then told him to take comfort, 


and be of good cheer, and that 


all would turn out for the beſt; 
to which, Jonathan, being now 


perfectly dry, nodded aſſent. 
They then withed each other 


5 good night. and retired, Jona- 
than homewards, and the par- 


F 2: ſon 
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ſon to his reſt; where, if thel 
reader pleaſes, we will leave 
them till morning, which ſhall | Con 


begin the next chapter... 
7 


ne 
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EH A b. X. 


Contains the uſual Ceremonies of getting up 
in the Morning to Breakfaſt ; --- young 
Mrs. Goodwill in low Spirits ; e un- 
fortunate Accident of the Parſon's b-jt 
Beaver, which ends in the Preſervation 
of the Kittens; —— tle Conſternation oc- 


ceſtoned by the Arrival of Eſquire Lum- 


Fe Coach ; --- young Mrs, Good il Tal: 


that is amiable in Woman 3 the Em— 
bell: /hment of Man, exempliſied in a Roſe, 
4 Da ſfodotondilly, a Sprig of Thyme, and 
ſome Marjoram ; --- a Coach: as eaſy as a | 
Pulpit ; - an Obſervation on Nabobs, 
ſpendthrift Heirs, and Robbers;---whuch, 
lh many o Particu lors, make this 
Chapter truly intereſting. 


EN o'clock ; all the family 
having breaktaited, and 


Joung Mrs. Goodwill in verv 


F 3 . low 


of it, aud 5 
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low ſpirits, the doctor and hi 
wite do all they can to comfort | 
her, in vain, — A very unfor- 
tunate accident now happened 
: through the great neglect of 
the maid, who "Rad brathed the 
doctor's beaver, and laid it to 
ſweeten in the garden, where 


ſhe left it all night, when the 
cat very o plight nely made a bed 

rOUZht forth nine 
fine kittens in the crovrn of it, 
by the fide of a cooſeberry- 


buſh. The doctor, who was 
21 carly Mals, chancing to W alk 

10 that part © 2 the 8 garden, which 
led to the tem ple, obſerved it 


1 


— lee this Calt eit . (Ties 


in this con ION, and Hee | 
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« the prieſt, mr bett hat, which 
« was bought for the laſt 88 


„ tation, is entirely ſpoilt.“— 


irs. Goodwill repaired unme- 
diatcly With kim 10 the fats] f | 


bot, W here ! Je a8 Sit, 8 to 1. 8 15 
crific e tnem ; W hen the ſaid.— 
« but do not hurt the Liens; 


cc Mr. Goodwill; conſider the — 
“ little helpleſs animals!“ 


© Nay, my dear life, (ſays he) 


« what can I do in this affair? 
«1 do pity the poor crea- 
« tures—. N Nay, but Sam- 


% my, my dear, reflect, it 15 
© Betty's fault, not theirs— 
« and as to the kittens, they 


will turn out excellent mou- 


fers!“ Well, but you would 


“not keep all, love? No, Sam- 
„ n 


+> —_— — 


” -_ 5 
. — — 


c 


„ 


na, even Bettv clays on a 
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cc 


cc 


cc got into the houſe firſt.“ 


The reader will here ſee, W 5 
a truly compaſſionate mind | | 
= ſhews | itſelf in every e | 
A good man, as Mes Good- | 

will often obſerved, (out of the 

bible, I ſuppe. St merciful | 
to his WEE" 


Eleven &« loc k being come, 


eſquire Lumber Sold coach came 


to the 40 Or, MWhic h cauſed 
great coniter! dation! in the fan 
ly, who all run 441. IC 1 IA w avs, 


War 


of | 


1 
1 


my, my dear, only two to 
guard my dairy ; — we will 
give the reſt a a Way; ; — but : & 
vou drown them, 1 me be 
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of clean ſleeves in the pantry, 
before the waits upon Mr. Jarvis 


the coachman, and John Trott 
the footman ; — in the mean 


time the good prieſt, having firſt 


made himſelf decent, convevs 
his ſervants into the houſe, 


and begs to know their errand ; 


| whether the civility of the viſit 
was a mark of reſpect from 
them, or their maſter; and Why 
the coach came empty? When, 


being aſſured it was ſent to fetch 


him and his family to Lumber- 


Hall, and that they hac moiſt. 


particular orders to take no re- 
fuſal, (and it being a civility that | 
was never ſhewn to them be- 


fore) it greatly ſurprized the 


little community of this late 


Fs peaceful 
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6 
ce 
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«6 


(e 


ered with divers colours; — 


8 


as May in the ſun- ſhine.“ 


peaceful manſion; — however, | 
the prieſt deſired they would! 
get ready as ſoon as poſſible;--- | 


and, do you hear Mrs. Good- | 
Will, (ſays the Prieſt) put on 
your green ſatin-gown, flow- | 


nay, it is ſo old faſhioned 
Mr. Goodwill: —inde ed now, 


my brown luſtring 1 is better! 

— Nay, iy now, Peggy! — 
put it on, and remember 
it was in that gown (which 


is now about hirty years ago) 
I thought you the fineſt girl | 


“ mn the whole pariſh; ---come, | 
« be perfuaded, it looks as fine 


Mrs. ö 


a & — 


* © 2 


TT 0 
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Mrs. Goodwill immediately . 


complied; — ſhe, unlike to moſt 
modern wives, knew not what 
contradiction meant; — who, 


when ſhe heard of-: a lady 
Gro——r, or Lig— r, had 


| uſed to hold up her hands and 
dleſs herſelf on the occaſion ;z— 
| though ſhe at the ſame time 
thought it but barely poſlible, 
that a wife could be falſe to the 

marriage-bed, or premeditate N 
the ruin of a huſband. 


It was now near twelve, and 


the coach ſtill waiting, when 
all the little remains-of the once 
* large pariſh. (before it was in- 


ctoſed) thronged round the door, 


to behold the Uncommon ſpec- 5 


"F- 6: ate 
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tacle of the eſquire's old coach, 
and madam Goodwill's beſt 
gown. 


_ occaſion, wore a White luſtring 


the glow of health riv aled the 


woman, was her own | F-. 


firſt favourite of the Graces! 


Young Mrs. Goodwill, on this 


fack, and appeared beautiful as | 
2 bride, and as mild and inno- 
cent as the firſt ſpring of na- 
ture ; —-ſimplicity and eaſe Were | 
her attendants ; — on her face 


bluſh of modeſty ; — in thort, 
all that was truly amiable. in. 
a | 

more poetical pen than mine 
would perhaps have faid, ſne 
was the child of Hebe, and the | 


The 
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The coachman now begin- 


ning to grow impatient, and : 


John Trott ſw caring the eſquire 
would be 707! ee at their 


OS 


I, 

8. 

J 

(e 

te 

_ 

= 
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of 
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Za 


ſtaying {0 long, --- © well, well, 
|: (cries the good pr Re, Oy 


adjuttmy band; odds heart! 


25 (ſaid he On recollection) my 
beſt beaver will never be dry 


and cleaned in time, ſo Betty, 
put my ſilk-roſe in my old 
hat; — and, hark'ce, Betty, 
get me a roſe, a daffodown- 
ally, a ſprig of thyme, and 
ſome ſweet marjoram, to taxe 
in my hand ;---it looks grace- 
ful; --- man, my dear wife 
and daughter, looks ſo little 
in the eyes of a ſuperior, 
that we | ſhould always add 
| 6. hat 


(c 


& 


( 
4 


CC 


« 


„ what we can to our dignity ! | 


A Man is allowed the embel- 
8 


(c 


plain, 
„ man, would be a prodigy; 
66 
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« will, 
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liſhments of art; 
ſimple, 


uninftructed 


---wWhv is ſuperior knowledge 


given us over brutes, but that 

« we ſhould ſoften by precept 
ee our original rude nature, to | 
the more plealing refine- | 
ments of informed humani- 
ty ?- -But come, Mrs. Good- | 
theſe good people wait 
for us; get in daughter ;--- | 
how do you fit?” --- & very | 


„Well, Sir, I thank you; none 
. 


* why, ay, child, I think it is : 
as eaſy as a pulpit; 


theſe great people have their 1 
times 3 - but why fhould I | 
8 lament 


- man, | 


ay, : 


» 


(e 


K 
SHE © 


06: 


te 


646 


cc 
= od 
aL 


6 


(c 


3 


man has the ſame figure here 
„ as at court; — and though 
| © dreſs and tplendor may be 
wanting to make outward 


appearance as elegant and 


= 
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lament the good of others; 
— I rould do nothing that 
looks like envy.---Vcry pret- 
ty proſpects here, Mrs. Good- 
will!“ Ay, Sammy, 1 tee 
theſe often on foot; vou 
| know I am a great w aer. 


— * It is good for your health, | 
my life ; --- and as for theſe 


proſpects, as I was oblerving 
before, whether you view 
them on foot, or from a car- 


riage, there is no very mate- 


Hal difference z---it is juſt the 
= 


ſame with mankind ; --- a 


8 3 > 


cc 
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CC 
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graceful, vet, conſequently, 
having lets occaſion for art 


to hide the deformities both | 
of. body and mind, our ſen- 
timental faculties may be en- 
dued with more honeſty, 
tente, and diſcer ment. 


= For my part, Mrs. Good- | 
« will, I am bigotted to no par- 
ty; — but I muſt confets, I. 

have often read, with tears | 
and horror, of thoſe all-de- | 
vouring ſons of public ra- 
pine, who, like the ſanguine 1 
c progeny ot the generous pe- | 
lican, live unon t! 1C blood and 


Vitals of their cou ntry. — 


Now and then, indeed, a na- | 
bob arrives rich, with the 


« ruins 
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ruins of a dliſtant climate, 
one who has litcrally ted on 


the blood of thoufands, and 


whoſe wealth is curſt with 


the tears of millions of poor 
e whole embittered 

lives now lament in vain his 

treacherous rava ge! --- But 


when I 1e2 or near of a com- 
miſſary, who but fled yeſter- 
day from the terrors of a jail, 
and the juſt reſentment of 


deceived mankind ; I ſay, 
when I ice ſuch 4 man to- 


clay lolling in his chariot on 


the plains of Newmarket, or 


rolling round the country to 
17758 an eſtate for his vet 


unheard-of generation, which 
he amailes from the folly of 
„ ſpend- 


2 
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_; 
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cc 
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cc 
miſery 
cc 


0% 11 11 Kg t! FAT man! init 


caſily duped, and fo quietly | 
impoſed upon ; but indeed, | 
© all betray ers of the public 
« truſt, have the ſame effron- 
tery and the ſame ſucceſs; of | 


% which we have had ſeveral 


« I muſt confeſs, that I look 
upon the verv robbers, who 
«c 


cc 


cefſity, with a view only to 
as ſatisfy 


ſpendthrift heirs, who ſacrifice | 
their next generation, to that 
and contempt the o- 
ther had juft now riſen ry 


I am; loft in aſton] iſumo nt. 


are 6 


recent inftances ; for my part | 


{trike terror to the midnight 


hours of the wealthy, to be 1 
by far the honeſter men, fince 
they gencrally ſteal from ne- 


K being opulent for a few 


gaudy days of life, they bold- 


e 


(0 
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be 
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ſatisfy the common calls of 


nature, whilſt the others 


ſtrive to poſſeſs bv rapine, 
public injuſtice, and by na- 
tional robbery, more than 
the {nortne's or this life will 


give them an opportunity of 
enjoying 3=--and, for the ſake 


Iv (if I may uſe the expreſ- 
ſton) venture to languiſh out 


the unmeaſurable length of 
©. Nev er t be deſcribed eter- 
nity in unſurn ountable mi- 
ſery 


cc Why, N de ar Sammy, - 


? 


(replied Sn G: 20d will, yawn- 
ing) vou are more violent 


| « than 22 


(0 
cc 


ce 
* 0h 


cc 


« 


os 
cc 


cc 
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cc 


ui 


kind of « 
come to the hall.” 


cc 
himſelt, 


ih ould nev er 


cc 
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than I ever recollect to have 
You; vou rauit con- 


heard 
ſider that Mr. I Lumber TOES 
to court, and may have con- 


nections there; vou muſt be | 
very careful to avoid all this 
diſcourſe when you | 


e Nay, my life, (replied the | 
prieft rather haſtily) the King 
were he preſent, 


command an 


alteration of my opinion, if 1 
thought that opinion was not 
grafted on juſtice.— do not 
expect, my Gear, 5 
the church by my plainneſs, - 


| I muſt confels : 
1 


what our eſquire thinks of 
K me 


to riſe in 


and I know ; 


4 


t 


35 
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© me too well, to expect to be 
made a bi p of by his 


intereſt; for he has had every 


ſatisfactory proof to convince 
him, that he ſhall never be 
able to command my vote in 
a bad cauſe; — odſo! this 
is a very rough dirty road, 
Mrs. Goodwill ; [ tank it 
wants ſmoothing and level- 
ling; — but what was I talk- 
ing of ? oh! it was about 


being a bi —p;“ ay, 


| © Sammy, ed Mrs. Good- 
| © will in raptures) I ſhould like 
| © to ſee you with a pair of fine 


5 "wY white lawn lleeves! 3 4c ay, 


my dear, but that is what 


will never happen nor in- 
60 


deed is a thing I greatly with 
e for 


4 - 
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40 
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ce 
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ce 
cc 
1 0 


40 


« 


| ſouls, and the good of na- 
tions, at one and the ſame 
time, would confound and 


the word, and inform my 
little flock, that there is ano- 
ther World of rewards and} 
puniſhments, I myſelf ought 
to be the firſt to think that 
there are rewards from an | 
omnipotent God, preferable | 
to an old time-ſhaken palace, | 
or the lawn ſleeves of a bi- 


for --- it is too important: 
truſt for me! ---The care of 


perplex me; — in ſhort, 


would rather r remain as I am; 
u hilſt 1 am able to preach | 


89932 


ſhop---becaule theſe rewards, 


like their great and almighty 
---.- "Founder, | 


c 


ee 


„ Founder, are eternal, and, 
„ not like a title, tranſitory.” 


10 not to be behind hand in phi- 
boſophy and content, chaſed a- 
way the deluſive phantom of 1 
biſhopric and lawn-ſleeves, and 
blefled the honeſt purport of - 
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Mrs. Goodwill, determined 


his heart, while young Mrs. 


Goodwill obſerved, how happy _ 
it would be for mankind, could 21 
ſuch diſtinguiſhed virtue meet 


with a {ſuitable reward, both for 


| its own fake and the good of 

others. © I do not know that 

| 6 child, (replied the Een) as 

s I am, I think as a man! — 

4 were I greater, 1 might Y 
as a monſter! I pity now 


40 the 
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c 


cc 
cc 


ce 


. cares of life, I might alſo for- 
get the cares and inquietudes 
of others !---If it were God's 
„„ will, I ſhould like to have 
„ ſomcthing more, that I might 
be better able to aſſiſt the 
diſtreſſes of others but as | 
for myſelf, I declare I have 
« no with for more content | 
than what I am now truly | 
maſter of ! ---- Man was not | 
born to be entirely happy in 
this life; — he meets with | 


various interruptions; fuch 


c 
60 


cc 


_ i 


66 


6 


Cc 


—_ 


g 


ce 


6 3 of a future change, 


the want and miſery of others, 
from the feeling of my on 
inquictudes ! ---- Were I free 


from thoſe ills, and above the 


1015 of friends-- -- appre- 


e even 


„ other 


10 
(e 
„ the fatigue would be to a 
man of more 
I « fires; —a man, Whoſe heart 
« js void of guilt, and whoſe 
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even in the beſt of men in- 


ſolence from ſuperiors; which, 
together with a thouſand 
inevitable accidents, 


make our ſhort pilgrimage 


upon earth leſs tolerable than 


moderate de- 


eee are the ſubjects of 


=: CC 


his will.“ 


Goodwill here ſtopped, with 
6 


 * Nay, my dear Mrs. Goodwill, 
did not mean to provoke a 


6 


| cc 


© tear; —my daughter too !— 
Let I will not chide ! — the 
© overflowings of an honeſt 

bh. 


heart, joined to a mind of 
„„ « real 
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cc 


cc 
CC 


cc 


7% 


46 


cc 


"206- 
. 
cc 


et 


cc 


— 


C. ject.— 


cc 


"$6: 


your heart- 


real ſenſibility, is a ſacrifics 


not ungratetul to the Mot 
High !” 5 
e 


« But, my dear Sammy, (re- 
plied Mrs. Goodwill) the very | 
thought of parting here, yo 
know, would damp the hap- 
pier moments of my life.” 
Why then, my dear, let the 
thoughts of meeting in eter- 
© nity, eraſe the weakneſs from | 
—— but I am no| 
philoſopher, and mult con- 
* feis, that on theſe occations, | 
my own tears are too ready; 
but let us change the ſub- 1 
Odo! — now you 


2 — 1 
» 7 P 


0 


0 2 


may fee the houſe ;—we are | 


driving up the avenue; —it 
66 18 i 


[4 


K 


0 


La) 
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La) 


be 


ee 


60 


6 


1 


« 
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ee 
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is large and ſpacious indeed! 
— In old times, I warrant, 
hoſpitality was the only por- 
ter at the door ; — but now 
our fine gentlemen only come 


into the country to live pri- 
« vately, and bury themſelves 
for the greateſt part of the 


: year in a little box i in town, 
8 


with three rooms on a floor! | 
— But- they muſt all have 


their humours; — N plea- 1 


& 


ſures may be beſt ; — not 
that I would refide there, were 
Ja biſhop, —unleſs it was to 
give a vote for the good of 


my country, when her un- 


natural ſons were either go- 


ing to {ell or enflave her. _ 
Ah! ! Sammy, thou wilt ne- : 
4 re 8 ver 
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K 


cc 
ce 


£6 


on 
(„ 


6 


CC 


« 


(e 


ver be a great man with theſe 

| principles ! * Then mind 
me, Peggy if to be a great 
man, I muſt have no prin- 
ciples at all, let me remain 
an honeſt one, in full hopes 
that I may be able to con- 
vince the world, that the 
faithful ſervant of his God, is 
greater than the time-ſerv- 
ing, truth-diſguiſing N | 
«of =y Prince! * 


Being now near near the end 5 
of their journey, they dropped 
the ſubject, and amuſed them- | 
ſelves with the beautiful views 
the park abounded with, thro 
which they were paſling up to | 
the e houſe, which they happily | 


| reached 


5 —— A—_ * 7 


8 8 Lend 4 
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reached in a few minutes, with- 


out any accident, where, if a- 


greeable to the reader, we will 
. leave them, and take a little re- 
freſhment, in order to give us 


ſpirits to begin and go thro the 


next chapter, which is truly in- 
tereſting, being chequered with 
forrow, furprize, and Joy. 


Gi CHA? 
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CHAP. IT. 


Tine A ria. ; — the Return and afefling | 
Interview of young Mr. Goodw:ll, his. 


Sitter, end Family; — Story , Yeung 
Mrs. Goodwill, — Dutch Generoſity — 
Sedufion and Diſcorer y of young Good- 


oil ls Siſter ;—the Marriage; Dinner 
ſerved up; with the Parſon's Ob ſerva- 
lions on poudered Feotmen and Sheep's | 


Heads ; — the Arrival of Jonatſian with 


the News of the Rector Death, and his | | 


exceſſi ve Foy thereat ; —with Many other 
_ Partculars _ worthy ea Notice, 


TOHN TROTT had no ſooner | 
announced the arrival of the 


viſitors, by a treble rap at the 


door, than all the ſervants re- 
pared. to. the carriage to wel- | 


come 


- : 


rr 
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come the new gueſts, who were 


inſtantly uſhered into a large 
faloon; where, by order of Mr. 


Lumbar, who made one of the 
party, they were refreſhed with 
tea, coffee, and chocolate, the 

uſual morning beverage of the 
great. The good parſon, indeed, 5 
made an oblique hint for a 


cup of ale and ſome bread and 


cheeſe; but Mrs. Goodwill, 


perceiving his drift, gave him a 
ſignificant wink, which imme- 
: liately huſhed his deſires. 


When the ae t Wought 2 
his company were ſathciently _ 
refreſhed, he begged the favour 


of their attendance in the par- 
lour, w here he had a ſcene to 


4 [ untold, 
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unfold, which he hoped, and | 
doubted not, in the end, would 


give them all ſatis faction and 


pleaſure. They all nodded aſ-- 
ſent, and ſaid they ſhould 0-| 
bey with chearfulneſs. Mr. 
Lumbar then begged tuem to 
follow him to the next room, 
where, to their great ſurprize, 
they were no ſooner arrived, 


than a young couple in very 


elegant attire, pretented them- B 


ſelves on their knees to the good | 


old prieſt and his wife, craving 


HW their blefling ;—but how great 
BW was their aſtoniſhment, when | 
they found them to be their | 
_ long-loſt children; the long- | 
lamented dear-loved children of 


their Hearts ; ; nor tongue can 


tell, | 
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tell, nor pen deſcribe the ſitua- 


tion of each party; but duty 
ſoon gave way to filial affection: 


they inſtantly roſe and claſped 
the authors of, their being in 
their long-eſtranged arms. — _ 
Atter the firſt ra ptures of this 
 ecclairciflement were over,. — = 
« Great God Omnipotent ! 5 
claimed the prieſt) whoſe ways 


| « 
T5 
l« 
M 
14 
46 
Ty 
6 


5 


. 


16 


are wonderful, and far be- 


vond the ſearch of narrow- 
ſighted man 
enfold ag objects of my 
affection Which 1 ſuppoſed 
long ſince dead to me? — Is. 
it poſſibl e that theſe arms 
* ſhould now embrace my fon 
and daughter—my long-loſt 
children—the compan ions of 


and do I now 


7 bs 
FFF 


* 
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my youth! — And do I yet 
live to have my old age bleſt 
with their return! — Shall!“ 
not Ive to receive comfort 


from their ton gues—willnow 


their filial piety and affection | 
gild with tranquillity the eve | 
of my life, and make my 
latter davs decline with plea- 
ſure Now could I fay with | 
the Pſalmiſt, Here twill I devel, 


for I have a delight therein ! | 
Oh, Mrs. Good ill, this joy 


is too great, too much for me | 


to bear; — but it is vain, | 


Salas! ſhe hears me not; 


this unexpected general tide 


of joy has overcome her ſpt- 
rits your wife too George, | 


Dy ſee. Tequiz res athitance ; — | 
| « haſte 
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haſte to eelleve Mr. Lumbar, 
who is now ſupporting her. 


— Who but the Almighty 


can account for the viciſſi- 
tudes of this life? — God of 


our fathers, whoſe all- potent 


will didſt call forth this fair 
ſceneof things; whoſe breath, 
pregnant with life, our two 
firſt parents raiſed; and who 
alone haſt power to reduce 
all things to their primitive 
ſtate, ert unto us, we 
beſcech thee, the uſe of our 
ſenſes in this moment of 


tri Lal and enable us to bear, | 
as We onght, the overflow- 


2 of * bounty 446 


G6 White 
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While the good | prieſt was 5 


going on at this rate, the ef- 


quire, | fearful of the conſe- 
quences that might enſue, ſtopt | 
him ſhort, and informed him, | 


that the reſt of the family were 


not in a ſituation to attend to 
his pious obſervations, and re- 
| queſted his aſſiſtance to extri- | 
W cate them from their ſituations. | 
; « Forgive me, my dear Mr. 
Lumbar, (exclaimed the par- 
« ſon) this exceſs of tranſport! 

„ — My children are dear to | 
« me, Mr. Lumbar, and from 
this ſtrange revival dearer to 
c me than ever.” When, turn- | 
1 ing about, his extaſy was fud- | 
deny changed into fear and 
anxiety; 


* 


"x 
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anxiety, by obſerving, that his 
daughter- -in-law had fallen into 
| a ſwoon, and lay almoſt lifeleſs 
| on the breaſt of her huſband; 
— the amazing revolution in 


her favour, was too ſudden and 


too ſtrong for the weakneſs and ; 
| delicacy of her conſtitution. 


However, with a little water 


and hartſhorn, which was quick- 
ly brought in, ſhe, to their great 
joy, began to recover, and by 


degrees got tolerably well; 1 


the roſe, united with the lily, | 

| now began to claim the uſual. 
| ſeat of empire: but no ſooner 
had ſhe recovered the uſe of her 1 
T ſpeech, than looking on -Mr. 


| George Goodwill with the ut- 
„ 3 
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moſt tenderneſs, fhe exclaimed, 
„ Support me, Heaven, or 1 
« be diſtracted, overwhelmed | 


« with this flood of unexpected 
266. 


CC 
1% 


ce cach other. Claſped in thoſe 


e dear, thoſe ever faithful 
c arms. Oh! George, did you 


5 


cc 


« yen raiſed me a friend in my 


„ diſtreſs. But how has my 
life, my huſband, pa aſſed thro 
„ all the ſtorms of 1H fortune, 


* and ſtemmed the ſtrong tor- 


. « rem | 


but know my ſtrange ſtory— | 
what has happened to me in 
your abſence but I rave— | 
I have ſuffered nothing. Hea- | 


et 


(5 


happinets ! Thus tender, thus | 
affectionate, how ſhall I bear | 


the raptures that ſucceed | | « 
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| © rent of adverſe fate, when 
lf © ſtrong neceſſity mocks the 
4 © weaknets of humanity F" — 


E | He finiiled affeionarely and 1 
FJ wept by turns. — “ Angel of 
„ my heart (he crie: Io Provi- 
4 « dence did not deſert me 
| « But what muſt thou have Me 
„ ſuffered! How often has thy 
gentle boſom heaved with 
| * anguiſh. How often have 
| * tears watered thoſe cheeks, 
L and ſorrows undeſerved, rent 
66 that ſoft boſom —1 have rele 
for thee, though abſent. Ihave | 
„ horne a part in thoſe griefs, | 
„ and 1ſympathiled with her 
Who ever poſſeſſed my heart. 
E But it is time I ſhould ſatisfy 
66 thee's : 


( 


4c 
= 
cc 
7% 
4c 


cc 


40 


cc 


80 


cc 


cc 


„told me if that was the caſe, all | 
was over indeed, and wiſhed |. 
my imprudence might be a 
warning to others, as he ſaid, 
1 could only expect to ap- 


« 


10 


0 
6 


« 
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thee : it is my cue to unfold | 
all. — The truth ought ; in all 
things to be ſpoke in com- 
penſation for hours of folly 
paſt.—In thort, my uncle at | 
Amſterdam had no got for 


Engliſh beggary--hewas bare- 


ly civil—no more — I wait- 
ed week after W eek, 1 in hopes 
« vet to ſow iced on a barren 
6 ſoil, and move his non na- 
—At 
length 1 owned my marriage 


ture with compaſſion.— 


— my hopes were over —he 


Pear in the debtor ſide of the 
„ Book 


$6 


„ Book of Life.- 


YL 
4-6 


i 


16 


66 


66 


Bo © + 


. 


(e 


mi 


if 


| „it — and ſay I did my beſt 
for you, — And heark'ye!l—if 
* 


« go to ſea.— 


many to the gallows - el, 
George, adieu! I wiſh you 


(e 
60 
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RG. ——l married _ 
myſelf, continued he—and 


your aunt is a good fort of 
| body—but the was then paſt 


child-bearing, and had a real 


fortune of twenty thouſand 
Florins - both conditions were 
good. — But this is nothing : 


to the purpoſe : : Iexpect more 


from your aunt's family— 
and fo I ſhall do all I can for 


her relations therefore here 
« 


—here is a bill of zol. take 


you can do enen elſe, lad, 
Idleneſs brings 


well. ——As to your father, 


« bid 
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ce 


(e 


cc 


Dich him mind his pulp it, and } 
1506: 


not think Or relations. in 2 


diſtant part of the world, | 
when there are no real ties 
in the w orl, but what de- 
pend upon intereſt. — 


« I left Holland the moſt 
ſelfiſh place upon earth, di- | 
realy ; ; I wrote to you firſt, 
but received no anſwer —1 
knew not what to do, I was | 
_ diſtracted ; afterwards I re- 
collected, I had, perhaps, in | 
my agony of diſtreſs, written 

to you by the name of Good- 
will, inſtead of the feigncd 


name of Hopkins, which 


might be the reaſon of your | 
receiving 1 no letter. — At laſt, 
6 fate 
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fate bore me to Paris, from 
whence I propoſed an inſtant 
return to my native country. 


—[huſbanded my ſmall ſtocæ 
of money ſo well, as never 
to be in abſolute want, tho. 
J debarred myſelf in a vo- 
luntary manner even of. ſome 
of the common neceſſaries of 


life: — but judge how great 


was my ſurprize, when walk- 


ing later than uſual, I ſaw 
the wheel of a coach break 


down on the other fide the 
frreet, in which I ifaw my 
| ſiſter elegantly equipt, com- 
ing from a French ball; but 
| When 1 learned Ber real diſ- 


treſs — how. great was my 


agony! — 1 found that Mr. 


„Lum 


—— —— —— —— 
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« Lumbar had ſeduced her a. 


« 
(c 
Ro 

cc 
. 


(e 


« 
| cc 
— i 


( 


« broad, on pretence of a | 
_ « cret marriage, being unwill | 
ing to diſoblige his - uncle, | 
Her wretched circumſtance 
under a ftate of abject ſer-| 
vitude, had made her belief 
i 15 and his offers agreeable. 
—Yet, O my dar father, 
incor; wife; how ſhould!“ 
beſs Providence that made me 
« wretched a while, but afford- 
« ed me opportunity of ſaving 
a dear ſiſter from deſtruction. | , 
In thort, I was deſperate ;— | 
poor as I was and ruined, yet 
my heart was proud ftill— | 
1 went to Mr. Lumbar, de- | 
manded her from his hands, | 
or the Juſtice of a a gentleman, 


(e or 


6 


( 


| 6 
ce 
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or an inſtant marriage. —Ier _ 
tears prevailed over both my 
reſentment and his ſuperio- 
rity of fortune. The couple 
were married in our ambaſ- 


ſador's chapel ;—ſeveral Eng- 


Iſh were at the ceremony 
all he aſked in return was, f 
only ſecrecy to be preſerved till 5 


he returned to England.“ — 


Several unforeſeen accidents 
have delayed us, or we ſhould 


x have been over much ooner. 
1 


— Never reproach him or 
my ſiſter. Her error was a 


fortunate one, as it has made 
« her and her family. — In- 
deed, amidſt my warmeſt Te 
proaches to her, I Pitied the 
Poor girl. It is extremely 


« hard 


1 
il 
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hard upon the daughter of: 
Miniſter of the Church «< 
England, from the inequs 
lity of church preferment| | 
in our country, Which ruf w 
“from palaces to hog-itves.— 
„ Whiltt ſome are revellins 
above the ſenſe of pain and 
* ant—1 fear even reflection 
others are on a levd 
= , whilſt they live 
„ with the meaneſt of the pa- 
- and at their 
deaths, their 7 that have 
been brought up with ten- 
« derneſs and education above 
the common rank, have no 
choice but w ant or ſervituds | 


beggary « Or proflitution.” | 


riſhioners 


Nov | 


wh 


al 
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Now Mr. and Mrs. under 
u ho had withdrawn, returned, 
and dinner was ſerved up. The 


parſon followed; —obſerving it 
was a great pity in a time of 
artiſicial famine like this — a 


fellow in a livery ſhould Wear 
as much flour in his hair, as 
would Re mac le * moderate 


d | pudding for 9 mall family: : 


while many a poor perſom was 


| obliged (farmers being metamor- 
ir photedinto -ontiemen,andfelling 


only by wheoleſalc) to eat po- 


tatoes or other roots with their 


ſheep's head : and appurtenances; 
and the latter was not eaſily 
compafſed, if there was but a 


. good pack of fox-hounds in the 
neighbourhood to demand them 


of 


0h 


of the butchers. 
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c creatures ſhould not be {tary- 


« {it 1s full as hard for man 


cc 


" <6 


FR 


..CC-: 


cc 


ed (continued he)—but ſure 


that is not dumb, to £0 With 


an empty ſtomach :—indeed, | tl: 
indeed, I could with we had!“ 
better regulations—but what | 
ſignifies my preaching to a| 
country audience about thele | 
affairs? — they cannot help | 
themſelves — and thoſe who 
preach to the great, too often] 


*© miſlead them.“ 


Thies davs paſt 3 in jollity— | 
the happineſs of the little com- | 
munity were not to be deſcrib- 
ed. on the fourth day arrived | 
Jonathan in a parilous hurry, | 
| | as 


„ Dumb! 


te! 
in! 


„ [4 
„ #£ 
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as he cally it, and ſpeak to meaſ— 


ter he muſt.—He was brought 
into a room Whither the prieſt 
was atterwards conducted, to re- 

ceive the ambaffador of his lit- 


tle republic 
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3 ell, Fona- 
than” — «5 A] 1! Neaſter, Iſe 
heard all- — and 0 glad, and 
to be ſure our Sue, and five 
more goſſips got tipſey for 
joy, and ſnouted the Metho- 
diſt man out of the pulpit laſt 
night, was cruelly pleaſed 


but, ſure; wou'd y ou think 


it, our rector is dead : news 
arrived laſt night at tw elve : 1 
he died of an "indejection— 

indeed, his man faid that 


he were ſorely bad laſt Ve- 


niſon- ſeaſon, and thought he 
Vo. U.. HR ne- 
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„ never would outhve ans as, 
© ther. — Now, Sir, EAm i 
6 glad, they laß, 1 cannot ſpeu 
“ for tears: — they ſay, nos 
© our great Squire has marie 
«« your daughter, it is your 
& of courſe— I fhall never fur: 
„ vive the joy of it, Sir; — 
Le WII certainly kill me. In. 
© deed, one thing docs ſom 
e ſaddle my mirth, a link 
ks OF — as to the! vl ing 6 1 
% dare fav, Jonathan, I ſhal 
& continue vour pail r — in. | 
„ decd, I would change for 
© no carthly advantage. Like 
FS good prince, it become 
oh me to love thoſe ſubjecb | 

« who work hard to maintain 
cc me. In tar reſpect, man b 
« infe- 


«© exciſeman — and he knows 


4 2 great ae for fartain : 1 


believe no body will deny. 
that ; he favs as he is able 


to talk even with the Squire 
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cannot ſpin out f his own 
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inferior to the worms; he 


vitals. There is a chain of 


beings, Jonathan, and often 
the great are, in ſome mea- 


ſure obliged even to the 


meaneſt of their dependants. 


«© But pray tell me what is your 
« trouble, Jona than? What is 
"CC 


1t that clouds over the ſun- 


ſhine of your Mirth ?”— 


ce Why Sir (replied the good 


man) our neighbour the 


himſelf : well then, he tells 
H 2 « me, 
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me, as how all our great 
© folks are turned downright 


66 * ations 


[1 


66 


*< heathens — they have buil] 
4 à place they call a Pantheon 


in London, juſt like a wick- 


«<< place of the ſame name 


that there was abroad; and 

this they have filled with 

“ images and painted idols, | 
„ Good Sir, if ſuch fancies | 

ſhould ſpread in the country, | 
„ what will become of us that | 
are true Proteſtants ? — what | 
with Papiſts, Methodiſts, and | 
„ Heathens, we ſhall all be de- 
* voured zor our bones, in- 
ſtcad of being laid in graves | 
in Chriſtian fort, with 2 good 
ſtave or two ſuns over them, 
will be uſed for laying foun- 
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dations for a wall to incloſe 


the wicked works of New 
Baby lon. 


„ Fear not, Jonathan (re- 
plied Mr. Goodwill) but take 
it on my word, there would 
never be a general reſort to 
any ſuch place of idolatry as 
„ required half a guinea en- 


trance, even if our great ones 
1 -« 


were blind enough literally i 


| to reſort to ancient -heatheifins. : 
6 


But, Jonathan, after all, 
this Pan though it is 


called by the name of an idol a | 


temple that was in Rome, is 


not a place of heathen de- 
4 & 


votion, but a place of DI- 
VERSION ; ; or if you will, a 
5 60 « place 
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place of luxury, for dit- 


playing the vanities of 


this fooliſh world. Indeed, 


idleneſs and vice abound ; but 


let us hope that times Will 
mend, ſo that every honeſt 


man after buffeting with the 


ſtorms of life, may at laſt 


3 down under his own vine | 


, in Peace and tranquillity.— ; 


his 
an 
an 


h« 


W 


- Such Were the ſentiments of | 


: Goody ill, on whom. the 


ing was oon alter belton ed; 


N 
by 


fortune, was ; enabled to live re- | 
e Happy in his W. ite, | 
unezpeciodl; 10 IN his children, 


_ benevolent in his nature, and | 
now Poticlied of his means to 
| prac- 
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practite acts of charity, he ſpent. 


his days beloving and beloved 


among his pariſhioners, an ex- 


ample of true Chriſtian piety. 
His ſon and daughter-in-law 


reſided near Eſquire Lumbar's 
houſe, at which they were al- 
ways welcome gueſts; and many 
"vere rendered the better for 
their good fortune.— 


All theſe particulars * hich 


have juſt related, ſerved my 
| miſtreſs for topics of diſcourſe, 
having been a frequent guelt 


at voung Mr. Goodwills, whote 
wife So not forget the promiſe 


he had made of doing ſomething 
for her former companion. 


H4 Indeed, 
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Indeed, ſhe remembered i] 
very opportunely; for the com- 
pany had not been long arrived] 


cr 


at the place of deſtination, be-| 


fore a certain Methodiſt declar- 
ed his reſolution of getting them | 
removed out of the town, tho 
the neighbouring Juſtice was | 
flow in liftening to him, and 
ſome of the principal inhabi- | 
tants were in their favour. How- 
ever, Mrs. Crotchet had not | 
been there above three weeks, | 
when ſuch regular informa- 
tions were laid before his wor-“ 
ſhip, as he declared he could not | _ 
light, the Methodiſt having | 
/ won OV: er the conitable and | 
ſome tr adeſmen w hom the play- 
ers 
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did not deal with, to his 
8 


In conſequence, Mr. storm- 


well and his aſſociates were 
_ obliged to decamp to the next 
village, which was about ten 
miles diſtant, where they met 


with ſo little ſucceſs, that tho 


the SoOd- natured manager con- 
tribu ted to eaſe them, out of . 
what are called his dead ſhares, 
pet the perfor mers were almoſt 
in a ſtarving condition, and 


ready to diſperſe themſelves ſe- 


veral ways, when a letter ar- 
rived from Mrs. Goodwill, de- 
_ firing Mrs. Crotchet to come to 
ber "diredtty, as ſhe had ſome 
| thing in vie for her advantage. 


Yi: Ms. 
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* 


VMs. Crotchet, YOu . -ill 1 ima- | 
gine, was not backward in ac- 
cepting the invitation, and 1 
who had been long ſince re- 
| leaſed from the bundle Where 
l was halt-ſtarved, and almoſt 
preſſed to death, and glad to 
return to my old quarters, was | 
nos pleaſed, from motives of | 
curioſity, to accompany her. © 


. On our arrival, my dame was 
Z informed, that a female friend 9 
of old Mrs. Good it's who | 

was then going to London, 7 
wanted a houſekeeper. Mrs. 
Crotchet being properly recom- 
mended, undertook this place, 
though ſhe was heard to de- 
clare ſhe would rather F ortune 5 
. . 


He 
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had ſo ordered it as to caſt her 


lot with a ſingle gentleman.— 


However, as the wages were 


good, and ſhe had reaſon to be- 


lieve the place would be other- 
wiſe eligible, the thanked thoſe 
who procured it for her, and 


ſet off in a poſt-chaiſe for Lon- 


don, after having received ſome 


little preſents, in token of re- 


| membrance, from the Good- 
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CHAP. XI; 


 Miſadventure happens to Mrs. Crotebet 


in Conſequence of an liitrigue ; — Ca. | 
mical Situations ; - Beggars ſome- 
times Chogſers; --- Anecdotes of a wir | 


ſbipful Perſonage and his Family. 


a healthy conſtitution, wi :th 2 


tace that was Corr ely enough, 9 
and 


Character of © young Widow ; --- A nr 


RS. CROTCHET a- 
rived fafe with her miſ- | 
treſs in London, and was pre-! 
ſently introduced to a handſome : 
Houſe, where ſhe had the ſu. | 
perintend ence of three ſervants, I: 
which with herſelf made up the | 
family of Mrs. Leeſon, who | 
was a wilow of about forty, of 


0 


-4 
0 
1 
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= and once had been really hand- 


ſome.” 


5 * bis gentle; woman, though 
ſhe e from a good fa- 


 mily, had herſelf been once a 
ſervant, but was reſtored to the 
| rank which ſhe formerly held 
in life, by means of a marriage 
I 1th an elderly gentleman who 
was her firſt it laſt maſter, — 
Unlike too many who are thus 
TY unexpectedly advanced in lie, 


ſhe declared the belief, that the | 


humble ſtation ſhe once occu- 
pied, had been of ſervice to her, 
by teaching her to repreſs a 


pride often entertained by young 


people of confide erable fortune 
N expectations. Mrs. Leeſon's 


conduct | 
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conduct was regulated accord- 
ingly; and thus by her affa- 
bility, and a generoſity which 


leſs apology, had it been more 


completely gratified in her 
earlier days. But there was | 
a great diſparity in her "ge 1 
and that of her huſband, 15 
whom the prov ed an obedient | 
a and a virtuous wife. T his _ 
e 1 


. 


| We 
on 
never ſwelled into extravagance, | 
1 ſhe gained the good-will of | 
TE moſt. "perſons, but partic ularly 
vx of her ſervants, to whom ſhe 
was a kind miſtreſs. She had, 
however, her weakneſs — for 
what mortal of cither ſex is ex- | 
empt from frailty ! Her's was 
an amorous diſpoſition, which 
perhaps might have admitted 
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vas from gratitude, but there 
was nothing of a ſofter paſſion 
on the female ſide. 


It may be conceived, that a 


| woman in Mrs. Leeſon's ſitua- 
tion, was not without her ſuit- 
ors: indeed ſhe had many; and 
| in this vanity the indulged her- 
| elf; but the part of her con- | 
| duct which ſore of the buſy, 
* talking W orld” thought pro- 


per to cenſure was, that among 
the fluctuation of lovers, ſhe | 
was ſometimes apt to be parti- 


cular With ſon 11T fav ourite ones | 
Vithont drawing to the verge 


f 5 : | 3 — 
| of matrimony. 


An 
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An Iriſh officer in the ſea- 


= ſervice, was the preſent object 
of envy and jealouſy. Mrs. 


Crotchet had not been long in 


her place, before ſhe thought 
ſhe perceived her miſtreſos Tar- 
tiality to this ſon of Neptune. 
she knew he had private in- | 
terviews with the lady; t the 
conſequence was, that ſhe long: 7 
ed to know alſo what paffed at | 
theſe, and the more ſo, as ſhe | 
| Was not made a confidante; for : 
indeed, nobody in the family 
W.as intruſted on theſe occaſions, 
But this circumſtance did not 
ſeem to be ſound policy, as it 
was impoſſible for the captain, | 
as he was called, to come and 
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o entirely unobſerved. "EET 
ſince Mrs. Crotchet had been 
houſekeeper, however, it had 
been cuſtomary to ſuffer no 
| other ſervants to remain in the 
| manſion ADS theſe. inter- 
views. 


Now the dæmon of. curio- 


| ſity, as we have before hinted, 
| working ſtrongly upon her, ſhe 
was reſolved to take the firſt 
| opportunity of diſcovering what- 
ever ſhe could as to the deport- 
| ment of the lady and gentle 
man in their ee -A enen. — : 
| Preparatory to the accompliſh- 
| ment of this deſign, the had 
found means of making an aper- 
ture over the door of the cham- 


ber 


| 
F 
| 
| 


for the purpoſe afore! laid. 


the * ole room. 
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ber where they uſually ſpent 
an hour together, which ſhe 


ari fully Bled UP {0 as not be 


noticed, till ſhe che to open it | 


4 


One evening, the captain 
coming, according to his uſual 
cuſtom, the ſervants having 
been dif patched ſeveral w: ay$, 
when Mrs. Crotchet had uſher- 
ed him up Rairs, and concluded 
that the converſation was be- 
gun, ſhe mounted on a pair of 


eps Which. ſhe had at hand, 


in order to apply her eye to the | 
P. hole, which was fo con- | 
triv 1 as to command a view of 
It was not | 
a be d. char nber: here was nei- 
ther 
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ther bed nor couch in the RN 
ment; but there w as a {=ttee 


| on which the captain and Mrs. 
| Leeſon reclined in a very amo- 


rous ſituation. While my good 
dame Crotchet was gazing on 


this ſcene, as the calls of hun- 
| ger were ſtrong upon me, I 
gave her a bite, which chancing - 
to be on a tender part, the gave 
| a ſudden ſtart at the interrup- 
tion, and the ſteps, which were 
| rather old and crazy, ſlipt, and 
fell forward againſt the door. 
| The living and the dead weight 
| united, were too ſtrong for re- 
5 - the lock, which 
was not formed to encounter ſo 
E ſtrong an attack, gave W ay, and 


ſiſtance; 


in bounced, involuntarily, the 
curious 


1 
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curious houſekeeper, feet for- 


ward, ſo that the drapery Was 


quite thrown aſide ; nor could | 


the fainter lawn” — if lawn 


it was—conceal any of her an- 
tiquated charms. — The lady | 
bluthed ; the gentleman ſtorm- 
ed; after a pauſe, like that of | 
the ſcreen- ſcene in the School : 


for Scandal, had held all paries 


for a moment in mute ſuſpence. | 


4 Are you not aſhamed #1 
N (faid Mrs. Leeſon at laſt, muſ- 
tering vp her ſpirits) © « are you | 
not aſhamed, Crotchet, to 


48 


„ 


N behave 3 in ſuch a manner 


(66 


© fy on your rudeneſs; fye 
on vour indecency. —— 


| P 


Mercy! cried the houſe- 
„ keeper, 


; 
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keeper, when ſome people 


talk of indecency, they ought 


to look at ne; one cannot 
help falling ; but people 
might help” — « Fold your 
tongue, Mrs. Imper tinence * 
Ay! ay, nobody loves to 


be touched in a ſore place; 
that is no new 5. To be ſure 
1 ſay nothing; ; but a guilty : 
conſcience. needs No accuſer. 
At leaſt one can! aot be e hang- 


„ thinking.” 
= 


-«« But 
You may loſe your 3 for 


your impudence, huffey!“— 


Mrs. Crotchet little brooked g 


this treatment, on the one hand; 


| whilſt, on the other, not only | 
her Ry but the captain, threat- 


ened _ 
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ened aloud. Juſt at this in 
ſtant, Betty, the houſe-mat, 


knocked at the d or, and he 
ſuperior withdrew, Mutterins 


from the ſcene Or altercatior, 
while the captain and NI. 
Leeſon came down into the par | 
lour. The former preſent: | 
took his leave; and he was ne | 
long gone, before the latte 
ſeeing that the had been 1: 
ther too haſty, in her reproot-| 
to one that had ſeen more tha | 


ſhe could V. iſh, ſent for the ci 


rious dame, in order to ha 
ſome private converſation Wit. 


her. Perhaps the fagaciou 


reader will gueſs the gener! 


tenor of it.— The intent was h 


ſoothe her, which Mrs. Leeſon 


knen 


| 
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knew well how to do, without 


departing from her own ſtation. 


Some arguments properly ad-- 
drefied, and enforced with a 


little preſent, ſerved to fweeten 


Mrs. Crotchet's otherw! iſe diſ- 


| turbed temper ; inſomuch that 


it was not doubted but ſhe 
would keep flence with regard 
to the circumſtance above re- 
Fata 5 
Late. 


But it 13 not every body that 


can Keep a ſecret. Notwith- 
ſtanding the conccſt ons that 
had been made to the party 


ſuppoſed to be agariev ed, the 
Whole of the SY was com- 


munica ted, not only to Betty, 
ho ine ecd Was by no means a 


3 - tatler, 
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tatler, but alſo to the othe 
ſervants; and in conſequence, | 
Vas preſently diſcovered to thoſe 
who knew how to tel a {tory 
with additions, which were | 
necdleſs in a matter of ſuchal 
nature. As the lady could na | 
eaſily be ſuppoſed not to heat 
of it, and muſt neceſſarily be | 
ſenſible where it originated, the | 
inevitable conſequence was the 
diſcharge of Mrs. Crotchet ; but | 
before this took place, being 


Willing to remain in the family, 


and never greatly ſatisfied with | 
ſuch quarters as the houle- | 
keeper afforded me, I took an 
opportunity, when ſhe was in 
__ cloſe converſation with the 
houſe-maid, of hopping to the | 


band 


ha 
WI 
W. 
cl 
W 
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handkerchief of the latter, from. 


whence I quickly deſcended 
within her ſtays, and lay as 
| cloſe as a boſom-tfriend, in a ſpot. 
| where the prominences on ei- 
ther fide well concealed me. 


Betty was a good-natured 


girl, as well as a good ſervant; 
| and if ſhe had not fallen under 
the predicament of being 700 
| young, would have ſucceeded 
| Mrs. Crotchet in the place of 
houſe-keeper, acting alſoas wait- 


ing-woman occaſionally. But not 


being of an aſpiring diſpoſition, 


ſhe was contented when ſhe 
law that poſt filled by another, 


| who being a foreigner, made 


herſelf very agreeable. Mrs. 
YolL M1 E 
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Leeſon, though ſhe wanted na 
for good ſenſe, nor poſſeſſed 
that pride which is called 


haughtineſs, was not Without 
the little vanities incident to her 
ſex, and peculiarly ſo to moſt 


amorous widows; therefore Mx | 
dame la F. riponne eaſily ingrx | 
| tiated | herſelf, taking eſpecial 


care to tell no dif vutting truths, 
and being always ready to flat 


ter the prevailing foibles of her | 


I-66 


wiſtreſs. 


It frequeatly happens, in- | 
deed, that “ ſuch flaws are found 
c in the moſt v orthy natures," 
and theſe flaws are ofen poo 

___ quctive of inconvenience —— 
Thus it happened with regard 
to 
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to the lady in aon for Ma 
damoiſelle la Friponne, when- 
ever her miſtreſs lamented the 


cenſures of the world ſeemed 


to caſt upon her, uſed all the 


rhetoric ſhe poſſeſſed, in per- 


(e 
(e 

0 
"-6-*3« 
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(0 
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= © 


„as to vat is Your pleaſure or 


| fuading her not to mind them. 
=_ 


De world! Mon Dieu! Vat 
is dat? In France it be de 


term ve give to de canaille, 


de vulgar, to every body, dat 
is, to nobody dat one knows 


or dat one cares for. — De 
peuple of leetel minds, let 
dem regard de world; but 


vat is de vorld to de per- 
ſon of rank or fortune? 


And, ven all is ſaid, who ſhall 


16 


be de judge for vou, madam, 


1 “% vOur 
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& your vantage, or your in. 


& clination? Who but yourſelf? 
Love is von grande object of | 

« life—vive Pamour ! and It 
« all de world vid deir viſdom | 


0 go to de diable ! 1” 


Mrs. Lech, like too many, 


was ready enough to liſten, a 


Betty uſed to ſay, to ſuch rex | 
ſoning or perverſion of reaſon, | 
call it which you pleaſe ; and, | 

to be brief, ſhe gave herſelf up | 
ſo entirely to her captain, that | 
the fruits of their cloſe con- 


nexion becoming viſible, a mar- 


riage was urged with a perſon 
not worth penny, as the means 


of preſerving her reputation. 


Thi 
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This was what the Iriſhman 
wanted, who, without the open 


| regular addrefies adopted by 


her other lovers, had played off 


| his private battery againſt the 
| weaker part of the fortreſs. — 
They were united, but not hap- 


pily; for, from the moment 


Mrs. Leeſon became Mrs. Don- 
| nelly, ſhe bade adieu to that 
| chearfulneſs and felicity which 
had been the companions of 
her former ſtate. The Hiber- 


nian, who was one of the un- 


| generous claſs of his country- 
| men, no ſooner became her huſ- 
band, than he grew her ty- 


rant.- 


Her days being thus 


made unhappy by his beha- 


viour, ſhe began moſt ardently 
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to with for a e but 


Her good conſort faved her the 


trouble of a formal one. He 


had drawn what money ſhe | 
had out at intereſt, in right of a 


huſband, and no ſortlernent had 


been made: to this he added 


the meanneſs of poſſeſſing him- 


ſelf of her plate and jewels, and 
what ready caſh he could find, 
and ſet off for the Continent, 
leaving his ſpouſe, Who had 
borne one child that died of the 
ſmall-pox, a ſecond time preg- | 
nant, a few months after this 


_ unproipe rous 5 marriage. 


Betty, with W hom, as I have 
told you, I was now quartered, 1 
had thus before her a ſad ex- 


ample 


IN 


X89 
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ample of a female's yielding up 


her realon to the government 
of her paſſions.— The girl was 


| amorous as well as her miltrets. 


Nature, Which gave her a fan- 


guine complexion, and a full 
healthy form, had caſt her in 

ſuch a mould; but thus taught 
a little by the cxpuricnce of 
| another, the acquired command 
enough of herſclf to forbear 
granting the laſt favour to any 


of her ſweethearts ; for like 
Mrs. Leeſon, ſhe had more than 


one; at the ſame time, ſhe had 
ner particular favourite. It was 


true, however, that Betty grant- 


ed him ſo many indulgences 


that I ſometimes trembled for 


her virtue, as wWell as for my 


Jo: own 
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own exiſtence, when this eager | 
lover explored ſome of my moſt 
ſecret haunts, to which perſons | 
of a ſtricter virtue would never 
have given any one acceſs. 
Once, in particular, when I was 
poſted in that ſpot where firſt | 1 
1 took ſhelter, I remember I | 
Vas very near ſqueezed to death | 
y his amorous preſſure ; how- 
_ ever, thank my ſtars ! I eſcaped 
that, as well as other dangers, 
being reſerved by deſtiny to 
write this hiſtory, for the infor- 
mation and entertainment of the | 
3 


But to procced. - Eeſides the 


aforeſaid weak neſs, which ſhe | 
adopted reſolution enough to 


| reſtrain 
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| reſtrain within bounds, this girl 


had another that ſhe indulged 


to a moſt filly extravagance. It 


was the with of knowing her 
fortune.—Cards, omens, t2a or 


coffee- grounds, Giphes were, 
in turn, applied to; and though | 
it neceſſarily happened that the _ 
| events thus ſeverally foretold, 
often contradicted each other, 


yet her faith in ſuch ſort cf 


|| predictions was unſhaken. Gen- 
lle reader, will you here indulge | 
| me, with a digreſfion ?—The 
| ſentiments are drawn from Mr. 
Goodwill, with whoſe diſpoſi- 
tion you have been fully ac 
5 quainted. 


5 
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per haps, of all the follies to 

which” the human mind is“ 
| ſubject, he would ſay, there ib 

ſcarcely any one more abſurd | 
In itſelt, than the deſire of pry- 
ing into futurity, and the means 
-Its | 
allowed this difpoſition ba pre- 


adopted to gratify it.- 


vailed from the earlieſt aAges,— 


Aſtrolog gers, e &c. were 5 

5 conſulted ancient times: 
oracles were likewiſe held in | 
repute ; $ but when did the pre- # 
dlictions of any of theſe contri- | 
bute to the ſervice of thoſe who | 
conſulted them? The anfwers 


of all were equivocal ; nor did 


they even pretend they could | 
accelerat e the good, or avert the | 
evil they aſlected to forctel. If} 
- hey 
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they could not, of what conſe- | 


quence was it to conſult them ? 


Were it granted that any hu- 
man being could give you a 


tranſcript of that page in the 


book of Fate which relates to 
what ſhall happen to you in 
| future, as life generally abounds 
| with us, what would reſult 
from your foreknowledge with- 
out the power of preventing 
| any evil that was in future to 
| betal you; what but embitter- 
ing the enjoyments of the pre- 


ſent hour; what but the loading 


you W ith a weight of care and | 
an Kicty 1 5 


After all, from whence can 
ſuch a knowledge be derived ? 
OE BL LS 
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In this enlightened age the 1dea 
of magic is exploded ; nor can | 


the evil ſpirit be ſuppoſed to be 


poſſeſſed of ſuch preſcience. 
That is the attribute of the 
Deity, who alone can tell What 2 
ſhall befal the creatures of his 
As to the ſtars, the | 
3 Sc. they fulfil their | 
Place in the creation ; but their | 
_ configurations can never affect 
dur fate or our diſpoſitions. 
Hear a part of their reaſoning | 
who affect to believe the con- 
trary.— They aſcribe to the ſun | 
and moon; to Saturn, Jupiter, | 
Mars, Venus, Mercury, and 
the ſtars, moſt of the qualities 


hand.- 


| which the heathens were accuſ- 
> tomed to Bie to the fictitious | 


deities | 
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deities known by thoſe names. 
Is it not the height of abſur- 
dity at this time to believe 
ſuch vanities? And beſides, (as 


a certain emperor enquired of 


a perſon, who pretended to caſt 


his nativity) if the poſition of 


| he heavenly bodies 1s {ſuppoſed _ 


to determine the fate of a per- 


' | ſon born under ſuch or ſuch a 
| configuration, how many thou- 
| ſands muſt neceffarily be born 
exactly to the ſame fortune, in 
| regard to proſperity, adverſity, 
health, ſickneſs, life or deaths? 


And as he added, “ What num- 


f bers muſt be born to be em- 
e perors, by this ſcheme, who 
40 as have lived and died 


„ beg- 
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« beggars and vagrants upon 


& the earth! 7” 


Nor can any of theſe boaſt- 


ers tell what ſhall befal them- | 
: ſelvess which certainly ought 
more nearly toconcern them than | | 
the fate of others; a great proof 
indeed of the truth of their 5 
® pretended ſcience, and the vaſt | 
ule of their affected knowledge 


: of ev ents! 


Yet ſuch are the abſurdities | 


Which people run into, that thoſe 


who will ſcarcely give credit ei- 
ther to ſacred or mathematical | 


_ truths will readily believe, that 
ſome men, on account of their 


ex lence and benin, and 


ſome 
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| fome old women, on account of 
their age, ignorance and defor- 
mity, cannot only toretel events, 
but inflict evils out of the com- 
mon courſe of nature on ſuch 
as they take an antipathy a- 


| gainft; as if the Ruler of the 
| Univerſe w ould thus ſuffer any 


beings to ſport with the happi- 


| neſs of their fellow-creatures, 
or diſpoſe, at will, of the works I 


of his creation, in order to ſuit 


| their caprice, or e their 


= evil inclinations 1: 1 — 


Reader, if ſuch arguments as 
teſe will not convince you of 
the folly of truſting to theſe old 
wives fables, Mr. Goodwill can- 
not but give you up as incor- 
.- IgE: 
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rigible. Havi ing g given you his | 
opinions on the ſubject, - - I ſhall ] 
now continue the thread of my | 
= hiſtory. 


Patty, as] have obſerved, be⸗ 


ing ſtrongly addicted to the 


ideas of kortune- telling, never 


flipped an opportunity of grati- 
5 fyi ng her favourite inclination. | 
| -Among the reſt who pre- 
E tended to this ſcience was a poor | 
woman, who having dyed her | 
ſkin pretty deeply with the juice 
"Of walnut-ſhells, Kc, in che 
double capacity of a beggar and 
E fortune-teller, conducted her- 
{elf according to the diſpoſition ＋ 
of thoſe thoſe to whom ſhe 


made her application. 


1 AS 


* 


po — | 
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As the called frequently at 
Mrs. Leeſon- 3, Who always en- 


couraged her ſervants to diſpoſe 
of the broken victuals, and at 
certain times gave them money 
to beſtow on objects of cha- 
rity, this woman became one 


of the houſe-maid's penſioners ; 1 


and ſeeing a little into her diſ- 
| poſition, whiſpered (for it was 
| | pretended to be a great ſecret) 
"6 That ſhe could tell her for- 
5 tune.“ 


This was to be done by chi- 
romancy, (the knowledge of 


the lines of the hand) joined to 
that of the diſpoſition of the 
1 ſtars, with which the impoſtor 

: pretended alſo to be acquainted, 


Bang 


196 ADVENTURES Or A FLEA, 


having ee kvel Witt: an aftro- 


loger cr Coluror, and learned 


cnoughi of his jargon to pats 
upon ſervant-maids aud ſuch 


ſort ot Ferſons, arnidit all her 
dirt and rags, for an adept | in 
this boaſted ICICNCC. 5 


1 : this : pretended by Gipſey's 


| hands, | Betty was | now | ſilly 


enough to depoſit a quantity of 
ſilver Which ſhe. had ſaved, in 
crowns, half-crowns, and ſhil- 
lings, on a promiſe, that under 
ſuch a particular influence of 


the ſtars, they ſhould be chang- 


ed to broad picces of gold, : 


guineas, and halt-guineas, after 
ſhe had muttered ſome charms 


over them, which ſhe ſaid v ould 5 


take 
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Z take up about an hour. This 
being agreed to, the beggar re- 
turned at the time appointed, 
to ſhew her honeſty, and to re- 
deem ſome books of fortune- 

| telling, &c. which ſhe had left 
as pledges behind her. As the 

money had been given her in a 
packet, ſealed up, according to 
her direction, fo ſhe revigned | 


it with the ſeals all apparently 


unbroken, with the addition of 
ſome ſtrange characters written 


on the back of it ——Having 


| taken a crown, in earneſt of 


what ſhe was to receive for this 


1.2 onderous metamorphoſis, ſhe 
directed the. credulous Betty 


(whoſe good fortune in mar— 


riage, &c. ſhe had already fore- 


told) 
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told) not to open the packet till | 
BH four hours afterwards, being 


exactly the hour of midnight. 


As a Flea of ſagacity, | was in- 
clined to doubt the Gipſey' s in- 

1 tegrity, and had juſt then ſkip- 
ped to the Peak of Betty's cap, 
in order to take a view of this 
g wonder-worker, when lo! a | 
ſudden guſt of wind blew me | 
from thence to the tattered 
| Cloak of the perſon whom I was | 
= ſurveying with o much atten- 


tion. I immediately got under 
it, and ſought for ſhelter in a 


boſom far different from that 
=O where 1 had been lately harbour- | 
ed, giving the old hag two or 
three nips, rather by way of | 
: revenge than for any g great ſuſ- 
— tenance 


t. 


ADVENTURES OF A FLEA. 189 


| tenance that I could expect to 
derive ſrom her withered car- 


. 


She was now near ſixty years 
of age. Born in the neighbour- 
hood of St. Giles's, her mother 


| was a fruit-woman that wheeled 


a barrow thereabouts, and in 
the purlieus of Drury-lane and 
Covent-garden. Her father, 
| Whom the bonds of matrimony 
| never united to his partner, was 
one who ſwept chimneys for 
his bread; but not confining 
|} Himſelf to that honeſt employ- 
| ment, having made free with _ 
ſome articles that were not his 
| own, was ſentenced to tranſ- 

portation; and being already 

very 
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very ill of a certain dliſtemper 
communicated to him by his 


wife, as ſhe w ay called, died on 
is paitage. 


Brown Sal as the was now called, 
. had ſince her companion's death, 


while young, lived occaſionally | 
with particular friends, by ſell- 


ing fruit, or, as it might occa- 


ſionally ſerve, upon the com- 


mon. In all theſe ſeveral ca- 


pacities, for ſeveral years ſhe | 


met with tolerable ſucceſs ; till 


at laſt, age prevented her from 
_ exerciſing the principal of her 


occupations; when obſerving 


how happily, according to the | 
vulgar acceptation of the word, 
the people called beggars gene- 


rally 


En ͤ eo ena. 
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rally lived, ſhe reſolved to take. 
up the protethon, joining it to 
that of fortune-telling, as has 
been already relateee. 


To theſe honourable callings, 


| ſhe beſides  occationally added 


a little flight of hand, which 
ſometimes "enabled her to make 


money at the expence of other 


people. In this latter, though 


generally ſucceſsful, yet ſhe now 
and then met with miſadven- 


tures. Among theſe might be 
reckoned her being whipped 
once in London, and twice in 


the country; but Sal had too 


much to: tude, in her way, to 


let ſuch little matters diſcom- 
Poſe her in her undertakings : : 


ſhe 
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ſhe perſevered with an uncon- | 
quered ſpirit, and had been beth | 
a beggar and a tortune-teller for 


the ſpace of ten years betore [ 


- was quartered upon her. 


t ſoon learned that ſhe had 


cheated the credulous Betty, as 


1 had before - ſuſpected. She 

had looſened the ſeals, and clo- | - 
fed them again, by a device well 
known, leaving in the room of the 
filver a parcel of bad halfpence, 
--- dots, and pocket-pieces, which 

afforded the poſſeſſor of them 
the proof of a lamentable meta- 
morphoſis; and ſo far, at leaſt, | 
_ cured her of her folly, as to oc- 


caſion her forbcaring any con- 


nexion 
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- | nexion with ſuch itinerant gen- 
try for the future, — 


Whilſt I rentajried with Sal, 5 


found myſelf in the midſt of 

a numerous ſociety of my own _ 

| ſpecies, though 1 obſervedſeveral 
of them dejected, and the ge- 
nerality ready to change their 
place of abode whenever an 
opportunity offered. The rea- 


ſon was, that their ſupporter be- 


ing neither young nor healthy, 


though ſlie fared well, the ſi- 


tuation could not be agreeable. 


I 1 ſay, though ſhe fared well; 
| for being introduced with her 
| to her acquaintance, I found 
their way of life in general 1 
-YoL. Il. K 
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de much the ſame as Writers 

Have repreſented it, apparently 
wretched in the ſtreet, but moſt 
jovial at their convivial meet- | 
— have known companies | 
of them fit down to the beſt of | 


ings.— 


meat, Ww ith plenty of good li. 
| quors, carouſing, {w earing, and 


_ exhibiting in St. Giles's, a diffi- 
pation of manners, in vulgar 
| life, equalling | in their way and 
line the extravagances of their . 
continually n betters 


in the neighbourhood of: st. 
James's. 8. 


It was at one of theſe feſtive 
meetings, that I took an oppor- 
tunity of ſhifting my quarters, 

which I. did oy a ſtrong leap 
from 


. 
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| from her arm to that of fair- 


haired Lucy, who ſat next her. 


Lucy was a young girl who 


had lately been received into 
this honourable community. — 
She was born of poor parents. 


Her father, who was a work- 


ing man, died when ſhe was a- 


bout thirteen years of age, her 
mother ſoon after followed him 


to the ſhades. The girt had 
been put out to ſervice, but 
meeting with a bad miſtreſs, 
quittecd her ſituation, and ac- 
| quired ſuch idle habits as re- 


duced her by degrees, for want 


of money and of character, to 
beggary. She was healthy, 


comely, and mcre cleanly by far 
— 4 in 
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in her rags, than could have 


been expected. With the little 


education ſhe had, ſhe was ſu- 

perior to moſt of the crew, at 
the ſame time that ſhe had 2 
manner apparently artleſs, which | 
5 recommended her to the wor 


among them. 


Lucy . as now fifteen, and 
Us ſhe was yet a virgin, though 
ſhe was not without her hair- b 
breadth ſcapes on this occa- 


ſion; and it muſt be acknow- 


: ledged, that ſhe had got 
into a wrong ſeminary for the 
preſervation of virtue. But, the 
old proverb ſays, « Neceſlity 
„ has no law;” and ſhe was 


| obliged 1 to ſubmit to her deſtiny 


* 5 
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„ 1 ones d one day 1 that while 


Lucy was parading the ſtreets, 


with me concealed under her 
fleeve, a perſon whom ſhe {| 
| ruſhed by in her haſte, and 3 
| who had by ſome means loſt 
| his watch, laid hold of her, 
inſiſting that ſhe had taken it 4 
and ſhe was conveyed before a 
juſtice, though it was evident 
that nothing would be found 
upon her, though a perſon in 
company pretended that he ſaw 
her convey ſomething to a fel- 
low behind her, who (he faid) 
ran inſtantiy off with it. OY 


_ Though nothing | could be a 
greater miſtake than the con- 
ception of the firſt, nothing 


K 3 more 
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more falſe than the aſſertion of 


the latter, yet the ragged con- 
dition of Lucy, and her profeſ- 


ſion of a beggar, were looked 
on as ſufficient grounds of ſuſ- 


ſtances have been, againſt the 
innocent. On ſuch preſump- 


tion ſhe appeared at the uſual = 

levee of Juſtice Trimmer, who 
finding no evidence that could | 
criminate, diſcharged her, after 
a longer examination than a 
matter of ſuch a nature requir- 
ed; and at her departure cauſed 


her to be followed till ſhe was 


traced to a wretched lodging 
near the Black Dog in broad | 
| St. Giles's. 


Some 
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Some time after, ſhe was ſent 
for, and though not at home, 
was found in a neighbouring 
ſtreet where ſhe had taken up 
her ſtand for begging, and told 
that a gentleman wanted to 
ſpeak with her at a JRun: houſe 
in the W 


After a moment's dei een 
ſhe went with the meſſenger, 
and was introduced into a back 
room; where ſhe found no leſs 
a perſon than him who erſt 
| armed with all the terrors of 

the law had cauſed her to trem- 


| ble, waiting in the moſt ſocial 


and — manner to receive 
her.— 


A as” 


* 5 The 
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The juſtice, though above 
threeſcore, was one, "wha ac- | 
cording to the old proverb, had 


yet a colt's tooth in his head. 
He queſtioned the girl, as to her 


| ſituation, and receiving anſwers 


which aroſe from truth and 
8 ſimplicity, magnified his own 


lenity in not having committed 
her as a vagrant. Lucy ac- 
knowledged the favour, and the 
| Juſtice, being now quite mild, 
grew alſo more familiar, When 
he began to take liberties, ſim- 
ple as 1 Was, ſhe thought a | 
little coyneſs neceflary ; how- 
ever, in the end, ſhe yielded ſo 
far as to ſhew him, that any | 
thing might be done in proper 


L . time and place, and upon cer- 
tain 
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tain conditions. For her tem- 
porarv compliance, his worſhip 
made her a preſent of a couple 
ot guineas, deſiring her to mend 
her appearance, and meet him 
the next evening at 2 more con- 
venient place of ä 
When he kiſſed the laſs 
parting, J was on her neck, 
which perceiving, the unmer- 
ciful wretch took me off, and 
attempted to kill me by rub- 
bing me between his fingers; 
but I flipt through them, and 
the frill of the ſhirt, at tiiat 
time being luckily open, I fell 
into his Hof om, where I lay 
without ſtirring for a confider- 
able time, being much bruiſed ; 
and, beſides, afraid if I ſhould 
” „ * be 
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be caught by my ſudden move - 


5 ment, that this old ſinner would 


put me to death by torture. 


However, I found myſelf ſafe 
| enough, and had the opportu- 
--naty--of taking ſome Notice of | 
the juſtice” s conduct. He w ent 
the next day, and appointed an 
hour to meet his Dulcinea ; but | 
he appeared not. He waited 
above two hours, when, e 


was juft going away, the land- 


lady appeared, who told his 
worſhip, after many previous 
curteſies, that ſhe was ſorry to 
inform him that Lucy had quit- 


ted her houſe, having firſt dreſſed 
herſelf quite ine, as ſhe was 


peaſed to call it, and that the | 


Was 
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was gone off with a genteel 
voung man, who had {een her 
home on the firſt evening of 
her change of apparel ; not for- 
getting to leave her thanks to a 
certain gentleman for all fa- 
vours, with an obſervation, that 
| ſhe believed the ſhould never 
ſce him! more. 


Juſtice T rimmer was not ſuf- 
a maſter of himſelf to diſ- 
ſemble his reſentment. He utter- 
ed fome expreſſions not quite be- 
coming his worfhipful ſituation; 
regretted that “ beggars ſhould. 
« he chuſers;” and, in his au- 
ger, gave poor fair-haired OT 
moſt heartily to the d 1 == = 
for preferring a oor of nine- 
teen, to an old man of feventy. 


K 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Z | ; An of the orſhipful Perſenage ;-- 
A Metamorphoſis b; ought about by + 


25 drawn from the Life; --- With ſuit- 


able Reflexions; --- being rather a Jour . 


5 — e 


8 HE worſhipful juſtice. 


Trimmer was one of thoſe 
3 fortune chuſes to treat as 
a favourite. He was born in 


the north of England, and his 
parents, who had only two chil- 


dren, this their eldeſt hope, and 


2 girl a year younger, had no 


other expectation than of bring- 


ing him up to earn his daily 


| bread by working ! in the coal- 
mines, 


male Influence ; --- Varinus Characters, 
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mines, with which thoſe parts 
bounded. To this labour he 
was actually conſigned, and was 
as well contented with his lot 


Sy thoſe of his fellows Who 


thared in the like trials with ® 


| himſelf, till, when he had = 


tained his ſeventeenth year, his 
| ſitter who had gone to London 
to ſcek for a ſervice, having 
met with the good luck of 
pleaſing a ſingle gentleman, was 
taken into keeping, and permit- 
ted to ſend for this her bro- 
ther to town, in order to pro- 
vide for him. Some time and 
money being ſpent in teaching 
him writing and accounts, he 
was articled to an eminent mer- 
chant; and having poliſhed his 
rude 
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rode manners, chanced to pleaſe 


both his maſter and the niece; | 
a girl who was fo torward, that 
7 at an early age it ww s deemed 


11 to marry her. Young 
Trimmer juſt then out of his 
dlerkthip, was pitched on to 
be the perſon, both becauſe 


Nliſs, who was indulged | in ev cry. 
es gave him the preference 
before any of her ſuitors, and 
becauſe her truſtees looked upon 
him as the beſt perſon to whom 
he could leave a buſineſs 3 


which he had appeared 


take delight, eſpecially as e 
old gentleman had no male re- 


| lations who were near enough 


of kin, and ſufficiently eſteemed 
to bequeath to them that or 


anv 


. 


h 


2 —— — 
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any other remembrance of 
him.— | 


r. Trimmer therefore ſuc- 


ceeded to the bride and to the 


buſineſs, his wite's uncle re- 
tiring to ſpend the remainder of 


his Jars in the country, where 


| he died, and left the young COU- 
ple all he was poſſeſſed of; in- 
cluding a conſiderable 3 of 
money in the ſtocks, and a 
landed eſtate. of upwards of 
200 /. per annum. 5 


5 After havin 8 long carried on 
trade ſucceſsfully, Mr. Trimmer 
_ | alſo. retired, but not into the 
country; he rather choſe to fix 

his quarters at the polite end of 
the 
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; the town, and (having obtain- 
ed a dedimus) from an aperator 
in the coal- mines at N= , he 
at laſt became a Weſtminſte 
; juſtice. 


And why not? There are 


countries where tranſitions as 
| extraordinary and more fudden 
are known to have happened; 3 
5 and where a vender of cakes 
"has been made 2 prince ae 


7  privy-counſellor, and a com- 


mon carrier advanced to the 
high degree of a Prime mi- 


niſter. 


Juſtice Trimmer Was reſolv- 
ed to do all that, in his opinion 


could merit the honour confer- 


red 
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red on him. Having no ſettled 
principles to {way his conduct, 
he was whatever the Man- 


mountain for the time, was or 


choſe his ſupporters ſhould be. 


, 3 whig with the whig, a 1 
| tory with the tory, a vicar of m7 


Bray; he made it his ſtudy to | 


5 fall in with that party which had 
the power of obliging him, in 


order that the 2v// might fol- 

low. People often found fault 
with him, and cenſured him 
for ſuch conduct; but to be 
ſure it was below his wor/hip 


to notice their cenſures. He 


was a man of conſequence, and] 


he demeaned himſelf accord- 5 
ingly. 


1 for- 
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I forgot to tell you, that his | 
ſiſter luckily proving with child, 
Had the addreſs to perſuade mr] 


Keeper to marry her. The 


child died in the month, as did 
its father at the vear's end, | 
leaving the bulk of his fortune | 
0 Mrs. Wealthy, late Miſs Trim- 
mer, who held up her head in 
the world accordingly. Though 
it was faid, now ſhe was 


become a widow, ſhe was not 


without her intrigues, yet ſhe 
reſolved never to venture on a2 
| ſecond match ; ſettling her for- 
tune, in caſe the ſhould die 
firſt, on Juſtice Trimmer, and 
the iſſue of his body law WINDY 


| "begotten. 


That. 
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F That iſſue was Dick Trim- 
mer, who being an only ſon, 


was indulged, and ſpoiled ac 


cordingly. He had gone to gram- | 
mar- ſchool, and the univer- 
; fity of Oxford, and he returned 
with as little improvement as 
the ſon of the firſt gentleman of 
the land could do. He drank, 
V. enched „gamed, and was known 
for a buck of the firſt head. 
His viſits to the church were 
rare indeed, more frequent at . 
the play-houſe, but moſt of all, 


at the bagnio and gaming- : 
table. As to his father, he came 


to ſee him when he was in want 

of pecuniary affiſtances, and the 
old gentleman was recompenſed 
for the caſh he ſupplied him 
with, 


with powder.— 
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with, by the conſideration of 
the ſpirit he Thewed in ex- 


pendin 8 it. 


Juſtice Trimmer, 25. We. have | 

ſeen, had his follies as well as 
nis ſon, though ſo many win- 
ters had whitened over his 
airs, in the room of which his- 


head was covered with a pe- 


ruke, ſtill more e whitened over 
Nor was he 
more officially diligent than he 
Vas morally or politically vir- | 
tuous. He affected great {kill | 
at certain times, and ſpoke in | 
the Higheſt terms of the dig- | 
nity and importance of the com- | 
_ miſſion he held, which at other | 


times he was too apt to diſgrace. 


He 


ADVENTURES OF A FLEA. 213 


: _ He loved the parade of au- Þþ 
be thority, and was peculiarly fond | 
of being worſhipped. — Now I 


cannot pretend to deviſe, what 


| ſentiments you may entertain, 
my good reader, on this ſub- 
ject; but J muſt be allowed to 
the opinion of |} 
7 an inſect, 1 appears abſurd in 
any man (himſelf but the in- 
ſeect of a day) to expect or affect 
do be called 97 :/bipful. = — a | 


tell you, that in 


tom indeed is pleaded for this 
title ; ; but it is certainly as ridi- 


| culous at leaft, in its empty 
| ſound, as it w ould be impious | 


in its actual application. 


At the ſame time, this ma- 
1 5 giſtra who wiſhed to be wor- 


Hipped; 125 


- — — 
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ſhipped, Hequontly- conducted | 


himſelf fo ill, as to forteit not 


only the reſpect attendant on 
5 magiſtracy, but even that due 


to a man, — He was generally 
too much actuated by prejudice 


to be free and impartial in his 


determinations; and his incli- 
nations to arbitrary deciſions, 


rendered him often unfit to de- 
5 cide at all upon affairs the moſt 


important. 


With facts a diſpoſition, and | 
poſſeſſed of ſo few good quali- 


ties, any one endowed with but 
a moderate ſhare of underſtand- 


ing might perceive by W hat 
prevailing power he was con- 
ſtituted and ſupported; but they 


V onder 
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wonder not at theſe things who 
have made mankind their ſtudy. 


Wealth and intereſt are ſuch. 


common ſubſtitutes for abilities 
and integrity, that the caſe is 

cContinually occurring; and men, 
in general, may conclude it to 
be a thing of courſe tor ſuch as 

poſſeſs the former 1 in any con- 
| fiderable_ degree, to care little 
: about the latter. — 


ics the w0r/L1pful Jul- 
tice Trimmer; while his ſon 
ſeemed labouring to make the 
old proverb true,“ Neither good 
egg, nor bird,” as we have al- 
ready begun to ſhew the reader. 


5 When 
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When Dick Was on one of 
his filial viſits, as he was con- 


_ verſing with the juſtice, hap- | 
pening to bite his worſhip's 
neck pretty ſmartlv, he endea- 


: voured to catch me betw een his 


finger and thumb; but I leaped, | 
unobſerved, upon Dick's laccd 
Waiſtcoat, from whence I ſoon 
made way to his ſhirt, and in 
due time got a ſit tuation next 
- his ſkin; which, how ever, I - 


was often obliged to change, 
eſpecially when he ſhifted his 


linen, from a regard to my per- 


- ſonal ſafety. 


"Whilſt I remained with this 
3 young gentleman, I had the op- 
Por tunity 


* 
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| portunity of obſerving a buck's 
lite, which I believe to be much 
the ſame in all the reſpectable 
perſons who come under that 
deſcription. 1 was often wit- 
neſs to bilking of wh——es 
and hackney-coachmen, knock 
ing down watchmen, and the 
conſequences attending it, of 
“ durance vile,” - and was privy 
to the commiſſion of all thote 


5 "ACTS of debauchery, which re- 


turn in a conſtant round during 
the courſe of ſuch a life. T baſe, 
I ſuppoſe, to have been already 
| fo well deſcribed by abler pens 
| than mine, that 1 ſhall not de. 
| tain the reader with a detail of 


them. I fhall only ſay, that 


my abode w ith him was not 
VOL. l. I. long, 
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r 
ſtance which occationed me to- 


change my quarters. As young 


Mr. Trimmer was buſied in 
pulling about : a little millener, | 
I fell from his locks, in which | 
L had been entangled, upon her 


handkerchief, Be ſoon got my- 
ſelf into a cloſer connexion v ith 


her. — However, my abode with 
the young woman was the 
ſhorteſt that I had made with | 
any perſon of either ſex, ſince 
firſt I Was brought into exiſt- 
: ence. — J aſt abbey her return, . 
as ſhe ſtood behind the counter, | 
a lady about nineteen entered, 
in order to purchaſe ſome ar- 
ticles in that way; and while 
6 ſhe * as barg aining Gor them, a | 
Ole tudden 
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| ſudden application of mine, ob- 
liging the girl to diſturb me, 
I came out from my hiding- 
place, and took refuge, though 
unſeen with the fair cuſtomer; 
and I had the pleaſure of being 


i carried home with her. 


5 Louiſa M- 


The name of this lady Was 
„ ſhe was the 
daughter of A 1 tradeſ- 
man in conſiderable buſineſs: 
the had receive 4 an education 


| ſuitable to her genius, and was 


endowed with many conſider- 
«ble accompliſhments, together 


5 with am affability and ſweetneſs 


of temper which cauſed her 
be beloved by all that knew | 
her, —— Her perſon Was as 
L 2 amiable. 
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amiable as her mind. She was | 


about the middle ſize; of a fair 
complexion, with amber locks, 


fine blue eyes, and a tkin of a 
__ dazzling whiteneſs; the roſe and 


lily vied in her complexion. 
Her neck reſembled i ivory, and 


while her ſhape Was tormet 1 in 4- 


the exacteſt ſv mmetry, down 
to her taper W aiſt, her full bo- 


ſom that heaved “ with youth 
"0 wild throbbing,” when . 
chance any parts k it was re- 1 
vealed, diſplayed a full and pure 


expand « of animated ſnow.— 


What A 157 that ſuch a fine 70 
creature ſhould have any thing 


to make her unhappy ! but in- 


felicity is the lot of humanity. 


She 
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© She had met with a diſappoint- 
ment of that kind which moſt 


affects young people. She had 
loved, and was beloved by a 
vouth, whoſe mind and rim 


| were alike engaging, but, alas! 


| his rank in life was deemed too 
| high for her by thoſe who * 


tended to judge for him. He 
was the nephew and heir of a | 


| baronet of large eſtate, and al- 


| lied to nobility. His uncle could 


not endure to think his kinſ- 


man ſhould marry, as he ſaid, 


| ſo far beneath him, though this 


| 200d old gentleman was heard 


|. to declare, «© That if it had been | 
„ only an affair of gallantry with 
the girl [ for gallantry, rather 
|| © read fam] then he ſhould 
3 La mt 
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not have diſapproved it.“ 


As it was, he had ſent the young 
gentleman abroad on his travels 
two years before, with a reſo=- | 

. lution to look out for what he 

might think a more ſuitable | 
match for him before his return h 
be to 3 Ek * 


Louiſa had pined much in 

his abſence, as all correſpon-⸗ 
dence between the lovers had 
been prevented; but having ET 
heard the arrival of the youth N 
Was ſhortly expected, hope be- 
gan to revive in her boſom, re- 


ſtoring thoſe charms whoſe luſ- 


tre grief had before impaired. 
Her father indeed, had conti- 
nually exhorted her to arm her- 
felf 0 
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ſelf with fortitude againſt the 
diſappointment of ſuch hope, 


which he had reaion to appre- 
hend would be inevitable.— 


He, indeed, highly approved 
E the choice of her heart; 

but argued to convince her, 
1 here this interfered with her 
| duty or apparent advantage. He 
| argued to convince his daugh- 


ters reaſon ; but paſſion is not 


Io eaſily convinced, and expec- 
_ tations will riſe upon the ſlight- 

eſt grounds, where they are 
nurſed by ſtrong deſires. On. 


This Was the caſe of 1 


Her lover arrived, ſought, and 
obtained a private interview | 
5 with her ; but all the tidings 


L 4 ſhe 
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ſhe received were of a diſagree- . 
able nature. His uncle had been | 


as good as his word, in looking 


out for a woman with whom | 


he intended to unite him. He 


found one in the perſon of a 
rich w idow of a middle age, 
the relict of a Knight, and cou- 
in to a nobleman famous pen 1 


the turf. 


Es ho whos poſſefled not, nor ” 
had ſhe ever any powerful at- 
tractions, except of ſuch a na- 
ture as thoſe above-mentioned; 

and ſuch could have made no 
impreſſion on Charles Saville, 

even if his heart had not been 
previouſly diſpoſed of to one of 


5 the moſt engaging of her ſex.— 


But 


. — 
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| But it was in vain to plead all . 


this to the old gentleman, who 


was at this time rendered more 
| ill-humoured. Charles had of- 

fered to marry Louiſa at all 
| hazards; but ſhe had ftrenu- 


_ ouſly refuſed to take a ſtep, 


. 


6—— ER 


which at ſuch a juncture, Was 


only likely to tend to the ruin 


of the perſon whom ſhe moſt 
loved on earth, as well as in- 
volving herſelf with him in 
endleſs embarraſſments, as ſhe 


Was ſenſible her father would 


never conſent to ſuch a mar- 


| Triage, and would be provoked 


beyond meaſure if it was ſo- 

lemnized without his know- 

| ledge. —He was ignorant of this 

meeting, by which Louiſa was . 
. almoſt 


226 ADVENTURES OF A FLEA. 


almoſt ready to blame hericlf 
for conſenting ; and, notwith- | 

ſtanding the mutual inclination 
of both parties to fee and con- 
verſe together after ſuch an ab- 
ſence, yet they ſeemcd to part 
leſs ſatisfied than they had met; 


ſo little often are pcople able to | 


eſtimate juſtly what will give - 


them pleaſure in various fitu- | 


5 ations, 
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CHAP. XIV, 5 


Being the LAST, but ot the leaſt enter- 
taining in the Buok ; --- Containing an 
Eſcape ; --- A meeting with an old A- 
usciutance; ; === Two Lovers made bep- ; 


© ds z ==» - Cox CLUSION, 


: N * of ſuch feelings 

as I have deſcribed my- 
ſelf 1 to be (and it is from this 
work only that you can learn 
my character) could not but 
+ - compaſſionate the ſufferin 88 of 
thoſe whoſe misfortunes were 
| not the conſequence of their 
5 5 demerits. Louiſa M 


Was 


not of ſuch a diſpoſkion as to 
be loud in complainings; but 
often 


2 — Rc . ©q* 
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often have the tears trickled from 


her lovely eyes in ſecret; often 
in ſecret has her boſom heavecd 


with ſighs, that boſom open 


to my viſits, but where Charles 


at that time would have the 
| riches of worlds, had he poſ- 


ſeſſed them, to repoſe himſelf. | 


It was on her fair breaſt that 
was ſettled one morning at my 
eaſe, not in the leaſt dreaming 
how ſoon I was to change my 


ſituation, when unluckily and | 


fatally as it was likely to have 
proved for me, I was diſcover- 
ed by the young lady's maid, 


Molly, before I had time to a- 


vail myſelf of my ſwiftneſs to 
eſcape her. 


The 
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The cel jade exclaim- 


> ing, „ Bleſs me, madam, what 


4a naſty black thing is here,“ 


took hold of me, and walking 
towards the chimney, imme 
diiately caſt me, as ſhe thought, 

into the fire; but I had the good 
fortune to fall between the bars 
on the hearth, and to hop un- 
noticed to the carpet, Where N=” 
remained for ſome hours. —— 
The very next time that this 
| wench came into the room, I 
found means to get from thence 


Y to her ſtocking, and climbed 


| to her thigh, where, for the firſt : 


\ time, 1 bit her moſt ſever vis 


* bas 1 eleapely. to live with 

one who was the very reverſe 

of the beautiful Louiſa. — But 
6 „„ had 
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1 had the happineſs here to 
meet with the only male of my 


ſpecies, w hom, as a Flea of con- 


ſtancy, I ſelected for the Pare: 
5 ner r of my life— _ 


Howe ev er, Nolly aid not long 
in her PL lace. She was ſucceed- 
ed by my old fric = Betts, who 
| having quitred Mrs. Leeſon, 

got a recommend. ation to this 
family. ED 


1 had the luck to e(C(ape trom 4 


. Molly to her, with my partner, 


by which means I became ac- 
quainted with the ſequcl of 


Louifa's hiſtorv. — Her lover 
having abſoli itely refuſed to Pay 
his addreſſes to the vidow, 


pitched upon by his 8 Was 
pre- 
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5 preparing again to leave his 


country, and literally to ſeek 


his fortune; when the indi- 
poſition of the latter increaſed | 
ſo much, that he lay at the 
Point of death. — While in this = 
awful ſituation, he cauſed a 
ſcarch to be made for the young 
+ gentleman, who being happily 
found, received his full conſent _ 
| to be joined in marriage with 
. the moſt amiable of ſex. 


The young lovers. having 


| paid the laſt of duties to the ba- 
ronet, were united in the bonds 
of wedlock; and now, after hav- 


ing overcome all difficultiee they 


i ive in the poſſeſſior „E very 
enjoyment that can tender ſen- 


ſible and deſerving E people happy. - 
THUS, 
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Tus, gentle Reader, have | 
I here endeavoured to exhibit | 
a variety of intereſting ſcenes, 
and brought you acquainted with | 
ſome extraordinary characters. 
If the matter contained delerves 
atteution, 1 truſt you will not 
quarrel * ith the vehicle which 
conveys it. —The author had 


two objects in view, amuſement | 5 


and inſtruction ; ; if he has im- 
parted theſe in the degree he 
could wiſh, whatever may be 
the opinions of ſore, the prin- 
cipal end will be anſwered, while 
he has the conſolation of think- 
ing that any body may be the 
merrier or the wiler for the pe- 
ruſal of this performance. 


VF 


